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Online platforms, digital tools, and ethics in Biomedical research

Wickramatilake C. M.
Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna

Email: chandimadhu@live.com

Research opportunities have been expanded and the feasibility of doing research and
accessibility to data has been increased over the past few decades with the
development of online platforms and digital tools. The use of the online platform to
collect data has become a popular mode recently with the COVID-19 pandemic. The
researchers and ethics review committees both need to be aware of the measures to
be taken to implement ethically sound online research. Moreover, researchers need
to understand that though the data collection is done differently, basic ethical
principles (autonomy, justice, beneficence and non-maleficence) apply to any
research endeavour (WMA, 2013).

Researchers need to pay special attention to the privacy risk and the issues related to
consent. If the researcher intends to use publicly available data in a website,
permission from the website owners is required and is obliged to abide by their
terms and conditions. In such situation application for ethical approval is necessary.
However, it may fall in the category of exemption from the ethical review.
Consultation of institutional policies, updated guidelines by the regulatory bodies on
the privacy and security measures in online research is essential for ethics review

committee members during the review process.
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According to the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences

guidelines (CIOMS, 2016), the researchers are expected to pay attention to the

followings:

Providing adequate details mainly in the context of the purpose of the research
and the intended use of data to the participants. This is a short introduction
which is more or less similar to the description present in the information sheet
(eg: aims, methods, benefits, risks, discomforts, voluntary participation,
freedom to withdraw irrespective of the consent given, post-study provisions,
ethical approval, contact details of the investigators and the ethics review
committee). The information sheet is given to the participants in onsite research
while this appears before the consent form and questionnaire/digital app in

online research.

Obtaining voluntary consent before embarking on the survey/research. This is
done using a standard format after the introduction part. It is essential to obtain
consent for the research, making that step compulsory allowing to proceed only
when the participant agreed.

Informing the presence of privacy risk and the privacy-security measures to be
followed to protect their data. If personal information and identification details
are collected researcher needs to justify the collection of such information and
elaborate how privacy and confidentiality are maintained especially when the

data sets are shared or published online.

Notifying the potential limitations on the security measures on privacy-
protection despite the safeguards put in place. The traditional de-identification
techniques (deduction of name, postal address, and other contact details)
notably have limitations and may still expose the individual’s identity. The use

of different online platforms and digital tools or mobile devices/apps have their



limitations related to privacy characteristics. Therefore, the researcher needs to

be aware of the features of the devices and the mitigation measures.

In the future, internet and technology-driven research will move forward, and is of
critical importance to keep the research going even during a pandemic like this.
Hence, defining the firm ethical boundaries would promote ethically sound online
research with digital tools, while encouraging flexibility and situation-based ethical

decision making especially in ethically grey areas.
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Abstract

This research investigates the nature of the impact of globalization march upon the
formation of gender relationships regarding the domestic division of labour in rural Sri
Lanka. The research venture was a basic research based on the socio ethnographical
methodology belonging to several methods of post positivism. In this research, the family
units of two chosen villages in accordance with the standardized mode focused by the
globalization process gender relationships activated in the household division of labour will
be examined. The progress achieved by Sri Lanka on account of gender equality, as shown
by the global indicators, enjoys a higher position than the rest of South Asian countries.
Nevertheless, these advancements depicted by global indicators pose the question as to why
this phenomenon of male centred domination perpetuates regarding gender relationship in
rural Sri Lanka. Accordingly, this research effort was based on the data collected through
several techniques belonging to post positivist method. This was conducted in Rejjipura and
Badungoda villages in Galle, Sri Lanka with the valid sample of 200. The primary data were
analysed by using descriptive and statistical methods. Accordingly, the glocalization
concept has been formulated with the interactions between globality and locality spheres.
This concept is though employed to explain the globalization march on behalf of a
community which is labelled rural people of a non-western country, to identify the
contemporary patterns of gender relationships. On one hand, the rural family structure has
been rapidly impacted by the globalization march. However, the entire ideology of

globalization is not practiced in these villagers. It has been explained that a gender
1
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relationship was established with a seal of global- local nature through hybridization of both
ideologies. This could be taken as a micro level novel model applicable for the study of

contemporary rural communities.

Keywords:  Gender relationship, Globalization march, Glocalization, Ideology,

Hybridization.
Introduction

Globalization march point out that global capitalism being the sole and highest path
towards better human society for which the global community required to turn to
and without which any country in the present world would not be able to achieve
socio cultural development (Hemantha-Kumara,2018a;82: Scholte,2005;51). As
such, it should be decided either to march towards a mighty development effort
accepting capitalist methodology or to fall back as ‘Lilliputian’ countries
(Hemantha-Kumara, 2018b: Robertson, 2005). This research intends to investigate
the impact of globalization march upon the formation of gender relationships
regarding the family units. The reason is that the global society means only a new
picture of the capitalism and a social network as well as a technological society of
information and the questionability of basic features inherent to patriarchal family
system in modern society (Castells, 2000). “The concept gender relations as used
here refers to the relation of power between men and women which are revealed in a
range of practices, ideas and representations, including the division of labour, roles,
and resources between men and women, and the ascribing to them of different
abilities, attitudes, desires, personality traits, behavioural patterns, and so on”
(Agarwal,1994;51). As such, this researcher defines, in this study that the gender
relation and household work are necessarily the hierarchical relationship of power
system built upon between men and women, women and women, men and men in
gender wise that tend to disadvantage women. This type of gender relations and
household works are socially determined relations, culturally based, and are
subjected to change over time (Reeves and Baden, 2005: Agarwal, 1994; 52).
2
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Women’s marginalization of society is an outcome of several factors. They can be
categorized broadly into three namely, socio-economic, ideological, and political.
Within feminist theory different schools analyses the relation between these aspects
in different ways. Feminists argue that the gender division of labour in
contemporary society has confined woman to the position of housewife which
chains her to unpaid housework, dependency on man, lower social status, and
gender discrimination. The liberal feminists believe that the sex specific attitudes on
women and the division of labour in the society are mainly based on the informal
customs which violate the liberal political values (Amarasinghe, 1999; 07: Jagger,
1983; 75-76: Wallby, 1992; 68). The overall objective of the study was to examine
the impact of globalization march on the formation of the division of labour gender

wise within contemporary rural community in Sri Lanka.
Statement of the problem and research questions

The progress achieved by Sri Lanka on account of gender equality, as shown by the
global indicators, enjoys a higher position than the rest of South Asian countries.
Nevertheless, these advancements depicted by global indicators pose the question as
to why this phenomenon of male centred domination perpetuates regarding gender
relationship between men and women within the context of rural family units in Sri

Lanka.
Thus, in this research the following questions have been pursued.

a) understanding the Western concepts such as authoritative globalization

ideology and gender discrimination operating in the Eastern rural societies

b) Identification of the nature, and patterns existing with the gender relationship
regarding the domestic division of labour in the rural family units in Sri

Lanka.



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019

Hypothesis of the study
The hypothesis of the study can be formulated as follows.

“Contemporary rural societies contain the mode of traditionality and the mode
of globality, both which have jointly created a new model that activates the

gender relationship in family units of the Sri Lankan context.”
Objectives of the study

The overall objective of this research was to analyse the impact of globalization
march on the formation of gender relationships regarding the domestic division of
labour within rural society in Sri Lanka. The specific objectives of the research

include:

I.  To identify and understand factors associated in the formation of gender

relationship regarding the domestic division of labour in rural family units.

ii. To explore the nature of gender relationship with relevance to the

participation in domestic economy and relevant stages.

iii.  Tointroduce a new formula explaining gender relationship prevailing in the

contemporary rural communities in Sri Lanka.

iv.  To point out the difference between the actual established gender

relationships in rural communities and scholarly angled perspectives.

These first two specific objectives have been made based on the theories centred
upon the globalization paradigm and the universal declaration of the human rights as
accepted by the international community and the norms /definitions akin to gender
relations. Moreover, the research on power relations of family units done by C.O. N
Moser (1993), Binna Agarwal (1994), Ramani Jayathillaka (1998) and S. Kottegoda
(2004) has also been helpful.
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Research methodology

This descriptive research venture was basic research with the socio ethnographical
perspective. Accordingly, this research effort was based on the data collected

through several methods belonging to post-positivism.
Data collection methods

Secondary data relevant to this research were gathered through various secondary
sources. The most important part of this field research is primary sources. As such,
relevant research equipment has been carefully chosen. Instead, a range of methods
and strategies were deployed to collect more reliable quantitative and qualitative

data which are suitable for this research.
Sampling of the research

Rejjipura village, which is situated within the Divisional Secretariat Division,
Hikkaduwa and Badungoda village which is situated in the Akmeemana Divisional
Secretariat Division were selected as the study area of this research. There was no
any sampling frame relevant to these two villages owing to the identification of
these communities not according to administrative division but as per the view of
the village people or the ‘emic approach’ that result the absence of sampling frame.
Due to this short coming, non-probability sample had to be used enabling to select
sample units. This should not be the only way of collecting particulars for the
intended study. As per the above discussion, 150 persons from Badungoda village
and 50 from Rejjipura village totalling 200 samples have been selected. Apart from
deploying these samples for the purpose of collecting data; key informants, case
studies and transact walk used for data collection. This field research was carried
out in two stages. The first phase was performed in 2014 while the second phase was

carried out during the end of 2015 and at the beginning of 2016.
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Study area of the research

Rejjipura village, which is situated in the Divisional Secretariat Area, Hikkaduwa.
Rejjipura village came into being with the 50-acre land out of 950-acre estate owned
by an estate owner, taken over by the policy of government land reform launched
during 1972/74 period. This newly born village was initiated by an Italian catholic
priest with selected 100 poorest family units lived around Hikkaduwa and Rathgama
during 1986 (Hemantha-Kumara, 2018c). This Rejjipura habitation commenced with
the hope of developing as a marginal community during the earlier stages of

globalization in 1980s.

Badungoda is in Divisional Secretariat Area, Akmeemana. This village differs from
Rejjipura. According to traditional historical legends, Badungoda village emanated
since the day of kings. Accordingly, Badungoda village was selected as a traditional
village in this research. As shown above, the two villages called Rejjipura and
Badungoda of Galle district, in the Southern province of Sri Lanka were selected as

study area of this research.
Conceptual framework

Since the key concepts used in this research have multiple meanings and

interpretations, it is important to clarify how researcher used them.
Gender relationship and gender division of labour

Gender refers to the economic, social, political, and cultural attributes and
opportunities associated with being women and men. Gender is a sociocultural
expression of characteristics and roles that are associated with certain groups of

people with reference to their sex and sexuality.

‘Gender relationship’ is a common expression in many fields of social research, yet

it is hardly ever clearly defined in conceptual terms. It is therefore necessary to
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clarify the concept of ‘gender relations’ itself while discussing different versions of
it. The concept is suitable for critically investigating the structural role that genders

play in social relations in their totality.

This field study emphasizes only on the formation of gender relationships regarding
the family units. The reason is that the global society means only a new picture of
the capitalism and a social network as well as a technological society of information
and the questionability of basic features inherent to patriarchal family system in
modern society.

As such, this researcher defines, in this study that the gender relation is necessarily a
relationship system built upon between men and women, women and women, men
and men. When making a comprehensive analysis on gender relations in family
units we could consider that any type of gender relations also exists within the
context of gender division of labour. Sociologists argue that ‘triple gender roles’
(TGR) namely, (a) role of biological reproduction, (b) productive role, and (c)
household and environmental management role. Even though women’s labour
contributes much for the wellbeing of the family and the economy, various
ideological factors have obscured this reality. In general, based on the division of
labour, women are not only participated in fulfilling the role of biological
reproduction but also, they participated in bearing children, raising, and socializing
children, giving care services for the family members, supporting or doing domestic

production and managing the family unit.
Globalization march

Globalization as an evolutionary process began since the 15th century (Turner,
2010). Study of its origin as well as its progress is an extremely complex subject.
However, by the 21st century the globalization march has turned the world society
virtually into a flat world. Notions of “globalism” as a condition began to circulate

in 1980s (Robertson, 2005). Since the 1990s globalization has become a major

7
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academic growth industry. The problem is now explored across subject disciplines

and across the socio-political spectrum (Scholte, 2005: 51). With the many faces it

has globalization every sphere of human life. These are four major features which

have been pointed out, in understanding the kind of impact of the globalization

process.

Enforcing to make decision (decisional impact); This is the kind of influence
made by the modern globalization march towards the decision making
produced of government, social institution, and other societies.

Influencing institutions (institutional impact); that in the influence made by
modern globalization march on existing institutional system in a community

or society or to create new institutional, including social institutional.

Influencing distribution (distributional impact); This is the influence made
by the globalization march to distribute wealth, resources, assets and the

power of any country, institutions, or a social body.

iv.  Influencing the structure (structural impact); the influence made by the
modern globalization march on the structural changes in a country, society or
in a community.

Glocalization

The theory of glocalization or the theory of hybridization has been presented by

Ronald Robertson (Robertson, 2005). He was encouraged to analyse this

glocalization merged with the transnational social process. For this purpose, he has

employed following two concepts.

(a). Something

(b). Nothing
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The term ‘something’ is the concept connected with the globalization march. The
concept of ‘nothing’ is connected to glocalization process. ‘Something’ is looked
upon as more beneficial than ‘nothing’. Accordingly, the glocalization concept has
been formulated with the interactions between globality and locality spheres
(Hemantha-Kumara, 2018a). Even though this conceptual analyse is though
employed to explain the current globalization march, this researcher makes use of it
on behalf of a community which is labelled as rural people of a non-western
country, to identify the contemporary patterns of gender.

Findings and discussion

Gender relationships activated in the domestic division of labour will be examined

in this research. This study uses the following two themes.
I.  Gender relationship upon the domestic division of labour.

ii.  Gender relationship with relevance to the participation in domestic economy

and relevant stages

The main purpose of this research is to investigate the contribution made by
globalization march on re- arranging of the division of labour gender wise within

rural community by making use of above-mentioned themes.
Nature of gender relationship upon the domestic division of labour

The concept of domestic division of labour means the daily household chose of a
family unit in a rural society. Here it will be investigated into the nature of gender
relationship affecting the general household activities of family units. Within the
chosen field of study if globalization affected to change gender relationship, some
symmetrical formation should be witnessed in this regard. Accordingly, the nature
of gender relationship affecting the domestic division of labour will be investigated

under following subtopics.
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i.  Gender relations on rearing and protecting children within family units.
ii.  Gender relation on the workload in the family kitchen.

iii.  Gender relations about the cleaning work of the residing home and its

compound.
iv.  Gender relation on washing of cloths.

Husband’s contribution towards the nourishing and protecting children of the

family units in keeping with the gender relationship.

Nourishing and looking after children means feeding small children and looking into
their needs, washing, and cleaning them, be on alert for their security etc. Women of
the families of Rejjipura and Badungoda with school age children made their
response as depicted below. By this, it will be possible to find out the exit from

traditional opinion of considering women as only ‘wives and mothers.

According to these data, husbands of these villages who have contributed very
seldornly or not at all on the above gender relation theme show a high percentage of
73% for Rejjipura and 58% for Badungoda. However, gender relationship based on
traditional foundation has not been subjected to considerable change. “Whereas the
husband supply food for the family the wife takes care of the family” (Jayewardene
and Gunarathna, 2010:29) this idea is confirmed through these villages.

Anyhow Badungoda village exits in some higher progressive strata. This aspect has
been revealed from the women who rated their husbands as good or very good in

their education level.

Rising of the education level among people is a significant feature in global society.
This is confirmed and proclaimed by the universal charters within the globalization
process. As per the above table, gender relations become satisfactory along with the

increase of educational level among husbands.
10
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Table 01. Education level of husbands falling into the categories good or very

good.
Response Passed Ordinary level Failed Ordinary level
examination or above % examination or below %
Good or Very Good 72 28

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

However, there are also a very small percentage of such relations among lower
education levels in both villages. This does not mean even that much of percentage
should perform the tasks required to be fulfilled by women without gender
relationship basis (Box no: 01). That is the suitable presence of gender relationship
expressed at the queries made as to find good or very good levels. Gender
relationship upon the tasks connected to the kitchen. In this research what is meant
by kitchen work includes preparation of food for family inmates, helping such
cooking tasks, serving food to family members and the necessary cleaning chores of
kitchen. It is not defined here as to the purchasing of commodities needed for

preparation of food.

The reason is that, without the help of the wife the husband does not fully manage
the money and family economy in both these villages. This encourages finding out
whether any exit has been made from the traditional ideology considering only
women and housewives. Accordingly, attention can be paid to the following

prepared upon the data attained.

In both the villages some 2/3 parts of kitchen work are fully performed by women of
those family units (wife, daughter, and other women of relationship). The above
picture shows the minute percentage of men join the work in kitchen. It appears that
these men join these works whenever requested by women rather than attending to
such tasks as a daily routine (see box 02).

11
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Box 01. Case-01, a 32-year-old woman in Badungoda Colony

“My husband helps me by what he can do I too ask him to do what is suitable for him.

Otherwise
he doesn’t perform all the work of children by himself alone.”

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

That is as a “helping hand” and not with the idea of dividing kitchen tasks equally
between the two. Specially, the educational level of husbands and their status of the
employment limit the helping work in kitchen. Furthermore, women of lower class

have voiced about their men being drunk during the night (see box. no. 02 and 03).

Even when they stay at home during daytime, they would not help in kitchen tasks.
A Woman commented as getting down their food stuff from the boutique, during
their stay in the hospital (see box 03). Small boys help their mothers reluctantly as
they think such work is considered women’s tasks (see box 03). Hence the food
preparation task and cleaning work of kitchen ‘division’ have been reserved for

women.

Box 02. Case-01, 32-year-old woman in Badungoda Colony

“I do all our cooking; my two daughters are going to school. They help me
in preparing. Moreover, my son (11 years) does some work if | asked him to
do. Even he can do some little tasks only. My husband only comes to help me
in my cooking whenever | fall ill. For all that he comes home after taking

alcohol then I cannot speak to him anything.”

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

12
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Box 03. Case -02, a 40-year-old woman in Rejjipura

“It is true these men take hot drinks by the evening. It is also difficult to find
men who do not drink alcohol. Even our man is the same. We do not talk to
him at that time. These may erupt shouting. Therefore, | do our cooking
alone. If I call the Boy (son) for a little help he would utter the words, these
are women’s tasks - get them done by sisters. | happened to fall ill during
last few days and stayed at Karapitiya hospital. They had taken food from

the boutique during that time. This is how the life going all these here”.

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

Gender relationship at the cleaning of household and the compound

It was decided to study separately on homestead and the compound apart from
kitchen tasks owing to the basic data that depicted a considerable difference between
those two places. Here the cleaning of house and the compound can be divided into

two parts: as a daily routine and as monthly or fortnightly clearing work.

a) Daily sweeping work to be done at the household and in the compound

premises.

b) Removing of spider webs, weeding compound premises (removing grass,
cleaning ground pruning, and cutting grass) planting seeds, maintaining

homestead, making minor repairs to home etc. once or twice a month.

Out of these tasks, the first kind of work is identified as the duties belonging to
women. Second category of work is done mainly by the men. This clarified that the
gender relation on affairs shown in box 03 are dominated by the males of family
units of both these villages. Drawing room front corridor and the compound of the
home considered to be under the authoritative dominant of the males. Although the

daily routine work of husband’s domain was done by women those places were not
13
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accepted as ‘women’s area’ or ‘joint arca.” Women’s area was the kitchen and
adjacent rooms etc. Some husbands give helping hands in these tasks yet not
considered as joint area. For all that, it does not declare a systematically form of
domestic chore relationship which belongs to both male and female parties.

Gender relationship in the task of washing clothes.

Daily task of washing cloths defined as a separate topic and as a sole job of women
did not affect to identify gender relationship at the division of labour of these family
units. Only 11% Rejjipura and 22% of Badungoda families use washing machines

for washing cloths while the rest of communities wash their cloths using hands.

70%
60%

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
. 2% 3%
0% .

Wash with hands ~ Washing mostly ~ Washing machine No answer
with hands - less

use machine
M Rejjipura M Badungoda2 m Columnl

Figure 01. Daily task of cloth washing, Rejjipura and Badungoda
Source: Filed Study, 2014/2016.

Whenever cloths washing are done by hands it is supposed to be women’s work.
The traditions of women’s work or males work have not completely removed away
yet as is witnessed; by the work of cloth washing still belong to women’s duties.
Males do not engage in cloth washing because of having no time as the income

earning person of the family (see box 04).

14
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Majority of women do not expect men to do cloth washing. Instead, they think that

such merely work should not be done by men and is not suitable for men at all.

Under these circumstances a very small percentage of males seldom give a helping
hand in such work that is also in discrete. This can be understood by paying

attention to the particulars shown in table 02.

Box 04. Case-03, —a 29-year-old woman in Badungoda-
Nawandannagoda hamlet

“Our husband goes to work in jewellery shop in Galle. He leaves home
early in the morning and come back by 7.00-8.00 in the night. Therefore,
he has no time to wash cloths whatsoever. | know not the day he washed
his own cloths. As | believe it is a sin to ask our husband to wash cloths.
Even our grandmother had uttered that such sins would make us not to be
born as men. Men should be requested to do what is suitable for them. It is
not good for us to get them to the task that makes them humble for us
women, it is sinful”.

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

Table 02. Males give helping hands to washing of clothes.

. Rejjipura Badungoda

Activity Number Percentage Number Percentage
Using washing machine 06 12 33 22
Washing with hands: inside 04 08 26 17
the bathroom
Washing with hands: any 13 26 12 08
open spot
Washing with hands: 26 52 79 53
Any covered spot
Washing with hands: 01 02 00 00
Common place outside the
home
Total 50 100 150 100

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

15
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Here the table 02 depicts common information without gender difference. Whenever
the males wash cloths, it is done by a washing machine inside a bathroom or any
covered spot not opened to outsiders. Having a cover means ‘not to be seen in open
for the outsiders either by a parapet wall or another covering, and the temporary or
permanently closure of cloth washing spot’. This re-affirms that the wife of a family
is always a housewife, to who reserved the task of washing clothes. These gender

relations of the family units do possess a women’s area of authority.

Gender relationship with relevance to the participation in domestic economy and

relevant stages

Women should also have the right to participate and to avail the opportunities in the
economy as accepted by the “International Convent of Economic Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), International Convention of Civil and Political life
Rights (ICCPR), International Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discriminations Against Women (ICEDAW) (Kaeley, 2005:192; Marasingha,
2012:16-19).The economic participation for women has been emphasized by the
globalization ideology, liberal feminism and other theories. Accordingly, the income
earnings and the gender relations prevailing among the households will be

investigated under following two themes.

a) Gender relationship on the process of income earning.
b) Gender relationship on the process of economic participation

Gender relationship on the process of income earning.

It is required to identify the gender relationship acting in the contribution to earn
financial strength for the survival of the family units in Rejjipura and Badungoda

villages. Following table depicts the situation.
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Table 03. Gender Relations on income earning in the family units of Rejjipura

and Badungoda

Income Rejjipura Badungoda

Percentage
Earner Amount Percentage = Amount Percentage g

Husband only

35 70 112 75 74
Wife only

- - 03 02 1

Husband and
wife only 06 12 16 11 11
Husband and
Children only 04 08 08 05 06
Husband,
Wife and 05 10 11 07 08
children
Total 50 100 150 100 100

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

As per above data, the task of earning money has been attributed to males. It is 70%
in Rejjipura and 75% in Badungoda and an average of 73% for both villages.
Family income earning by both the husband and wife show 12% for Rejjipura and

11% for Badungoda and an average of 11% for both villages.
Gender Relationship on the Process of Economic Participation

Earning income for the family unit makes the economic participation. However, this
is taken separately to discuss the economic contribution by men and that by the
women upon whom the difference nature of definitions is prevailing unabated. Only
the wives earning income for their family units show a trivial percentage of 1.5%,
whereas nobody from Rejjipura appears in this regard. About 1% of families are
headed by women householders due to the demise of their husbands. The other
family is similarly headed by a woman due to disability of her husband (See box
05). These are the cause for only women to take charge of income earning for

families. Another significant reason is the homesteads grown by women earning a
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little income are not accounted as women’s earning (See box 06). If women are not
employed in an office or a factory then the husband is supposed to be the main

income earner of that family unit.

m Husband only
= Wife only
m Husband and Wife only

W Husband and Children
only

Figure 02. Gender relation on income earning process.

Source: Field Study, 2014/2016.

Box 05. Case-04, a 45-year-old woman in Badungoda Colony

“My husband did his job, felling trees, when there is no work, he goes to
do other work. One day when he went to till the field, he was infected
with leptospirosis. He did not care. The drank “kasippu” telling his body
aches. When taken to hospital in vain it was too late. He passed away
seven days later. After that, all the housework is on my shoulder. Now |
am going to work in the ‘Abeysundara oil mill’. I make ends meet guest

by the petty wage | get from that job.

Source; Field Study, 2014/2016.
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Box 06: Case-05, a 38-year-old woman in Rejjipura

“We do home gardening in our homestead. We grow whatever possible
in it and sell a part of what we reap. Cannot earn big amount by this
work. Then how can we say that we are earning for our home. Husband
is the person who maintains the house. Every home of our village grows
whatever possible in their premises one or two cows are reared. Some
women work in coir making cottage industries. All these are named as
women’s work. Therefore, we cannot tell that we earn for the basic

needs of our family with this little earning.

Source; Field Study, 2014/2016.

The income derived from home gardening is not reckoned as an income due to the
instability and non-regularity of such earning (Box 07). However, women’s earning
by some formal jobs regularly is reckoned as an income. This clarifies the gender
relationship on income earning in the family unit. This reveals the approach exist in
the rural community of both these villages about the contribution made to the family
income by women. There had been shown the pride regarding the jobs or works

belong to males’ domain (Pinnawela, 2013:172).

Box 07. Case-06, a 34-year-old woman in Rejjipura

“It is hardly enough to drag on life from what my husband earns. As
such, I am compelled to seek work. It is not a permanent job. It is true
that we get meagre wages. My husband shoulders most of the burden. We
find it difficult to live by his earnings. That is why, you can understand,

why I am engaged as a labour.”

Source; Field Study, 2014/2016
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It is identifiable that the higher educational level of both husband and wife with their
contribution towards the economy of the family unit (See box 08). The altitude of
‘the skills of the educated not to be neglected” and the social respect derived from
the employment by women might have caused this situation. Anyhow, the economic
difficulties have forced less educated women of low-income families to find some
employment elsewhere (see box 05). Economic participation in the family by both
husband and wife makes an 11% for both villages. Although this percentage is low,
new global values / ideology have influenced to build up this phenomenon.

Although men have secured appointments of job in the government service with the
political sponsorship, women of the families should also find a job to earn some
income. It is a progressive stage to accept that women also have the right to work
and earn income. If the globalization ideology has been fully absorbed by these
villagers, the tendency to find only the suitable jobs labelled for women need to be

changed.

Box 08. Case-07, a 47-year-old woman in Badungoda, Govigamagoda
hamlet

“I am a graduate teacher and got married through a proposal. My husband
was in abroad, at that time, but now he works in a private company.
Husband likes me to do my job, it may be because of my job as a
government teacher who respected by the society. Anyhow very few women
of our village have government jobs. The reason | do not know whether
these are available jobs or else the dislike of men about women doing jobs.

Source; Field Study, 2014/2016

The data obtained from the field research relevant to the below mentioned two
themes have been forwarded with the analysis. The conclusion on foresaid two

themes and the summery of whole study will be declared.
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Conclusion

This research intends to investigate the impact of globalization march on the
formation of gender relationship in the selected two villages in Southern Sri Lanka.

This investigation is made on following two themes.
1. The nature of gender relationship on the domestic division of labour.

2. The nature of gender relationship with relevance to the participation in

domestic economy and relevant stages.
The nature of gender relationship on the domestic division of labour

With the influence of the globalization process, a re-establishment of gender
relationship has occurred. This re-establishment is discussed based on following

four themes.
i.  Gender relationship on the nourishment and protection of children.
ii.  Gender relation on the kitchen tasks.
iii.  Gender relation on the cleaning of home and compound.
iv. Gender relation on cloth washing.

It was possible to identify the mode of activating gender relations upon the domestic
tasks within the above-mentioned categories. Gender foundation of domestic
division of labour required to be amended progressively by the impact of
globalization march. The idea on the theory of modern man has been shown as the
creation of gender equality (So, 1990:42). The world cultural theory has accepted
the idea of creating the noble man for the global sustainable society. Also, the
United Nations convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against

women and all the declarations made regarding the women’s rights under the
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international context have also agreed upon the concept of creation of noble man
(Hemantha-Kumara, 2018b: Marasinghe, 2012; 11-19).

However, the women of Rejjipura and Badungoda villages are considered wives,
mothers, and housewives. Traditional gender norms have influenced this situation
and according to etic vision, the nature of both these villages has not changed
significantly. Many families of these villages make use of the new technical
implements given by the globalization process or else the “material side,” and the
family structures have been changed the ideological aspect of globalization march or
else the non-materialist parties are not to be witnessed that far in keeping with the
etic vision. Although the vision of subjects in these two villages is similar to
“Whenever the world changes, men too should change” opinion as far emic vision
(see Boxes) by the definition given to the tern “to change” meant to associate
material side of the globalization process more and more into their lives. Material
implements such as domestic technological items, communication devices etc. have
facilitated the household chores of these families. But still, at the division of labour
of these communities existing gender norms have not been sufficiently evolved as

per etic version.

As such, even in the deployment of global technology gender relation in the labour
types of domestic works are not reckoned as work by the etic version. It is further
confirmed that such ‘work’ should essentially be duties of women. This idea was
forwarded by R. Kurian in 1989.Although males are considered bread winners who
provide the family with economic means and who command respect as the
householders, they do not make any favourable or justifiable position in gender
relations regarding to women. As such, this creates a huge gap between the emic
vision and the etic (or the researchers) vision. Although it could be said that these
practices need to be changed progressively, the emic vision of these villagers just

take as natural conditions. They do not think such things need to be changed.
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The nature of gender relationship with relevance to the participation in domestic

economy and relevant stages.

As mentioned earlier, husbands of both villages have been accepted as the earners of
family income (emic vision). Women of these villages also have identified
themselves as income earners of the families. This is proved by the percentage of
89% wives of those families who fail to contribute some amount for the monthly and
regular family income. Therefore, a little earning of women is not accounted as
‘income’. Besides the tasks they perform are not accounted as ‘work’ as per emic
vision. Any woman employed in an office, factory, or in a shop earn a monthly
salary, then their work accepted as ‘work’ (employment). Likewise, the contribution

made by woman towards family economy depicts the emic approach.

New employment opportunities are created by the economic impact of globalization
march. Diversification of professional structures also benefits a part of these
villagers. Thus, globalization has affected in creating a difference in the rural
economic structure. Anyhow, women of villages employed in the jobs considered to
be suitable for them by the norms of the village tradition. Likewise, males too get
their jobs labelled as suitable for men. As such, it cannot be said, that just because
the widening of employment opportunities through the globalization process. In
other words, by the change of economic structure women of these villagers have
been benefitted. The normative base of these villagers has also influenced on this
matter. But this situation has not made a problem for the women in their relations.
The reason for this situation is the vision of these communities called as ‘emic
view’. By this vision, the traditional normative system is being strengthened and
perpetuated uninterruptedly gender relationships have been established under the
partnership in domestic economy and to the relevant occasions. A social structure
peculiar to the rural societies in the country has been developed in these two

globalizes villagers. On one hand, the rural social structure has been rapidly
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impacted by the globalization process. However, the entire ideology of globalization

is not practical in this rural social structure.

The impact of globalization process on gender relationship regarding the domestic
division of labour has been analysed under several themes. The decision making at
micro level as mentioned above from relationships has been based on both the rural
normative system and the neo globalization ideology. The gender relations
encountered with hybridization builds up as a ‘novel type of global- local structure
of the gender relationship’. Within this situation domination of men retain in the
many types of relations except one type. Perhaps this male domination is seen
visibly upon the surface. As such, it is clear that gender relations on the domestic
labour division have not found upon the virtue of equality adhered by the liberal
feminism. This will rise the question at the identification of rural communities
through the theories built upon the universal perspective. Gender relationship in
rural communities should be understood not only by applying the theories or models
imported from outside (etic view) but also by application of vision of the relevant
villagers (emic view). This research stresses the importance of considering these two
visions. In other words, this research reiterates the necessity of comprehending rural
communities, by joining the sentiments of the local populace with global theories. It
has been explained that a gender relationship has been established with a seal of
global- local nature through hybridization of both ideologies in these two villages.
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Abstract

The focus of this paper is to explain the benefits of volunteering from the perspective of
local social development. It is observed that volunteering activism contributes to transform
social development into an action which is conventionally believed to be a goal of economic
development. The authors’ experience in community volunteering programmes
demonstrates that modern volunteering is now, unlike its traditional charitable or
philanthropic meaning, a community level connection-centred action which generates
welfare benefits to the community. It is extensively used in the context of local level
activities of Community-based Organisations. That volunteering activism contributes to
transform social development into an action, especially at grassroots, and energizes

involvement of the community as an active partner in local social development action.

Keywords: Community Volunteering, Connection-centered, Development Action, Social
Community-Based Organizations, Volunteering, Local

Introduction

Social development is a complex process which encompasses all aspects of

development, for example, economic, social, cultural, spiritual, and environmental,

and is predominantly policy-driven in order for it to take place without a greater
27
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emphasis on one aspect over another. The common belief, especially among neo-
classical economists, is that economic growth accompanies social development.
However, we believe that it can happen only if the policies are in place to
redistribute the benefits of economic growth in a manner that ensures social justice.
Again, if it is to be so, social development must be an action too, driven by
“inclusive social policies”. Therefore, it is reasonable to believe that social
development cannot be expected to happen spontaneously through economic
growth, but it has to be an action happening hand-in-hand with economic growth.
The outcome of such an action would then be a social condition in which everyone

has the opportunity to lead a relatively reasonable level of decent and quality living.

The idea that modern volunteering is a form of community action, which connects
people together and promotes and generates community benefits has already been
widely recognized and documented (Korten and Klauss, 1984; Korten, 1990; IAVE,
1990; Warburton and Oppenheimer 2000; United Nations, 2001; Omoto and
Snyder, 2009; Leigh, 2011; UNV, 2020; Omoto, et.al 2012; Ahmadi, (2013);
Eliasoph, 2013; Volunteering Australia, 2015; Gamlath, 2017 and 2018). When the
community members are closely connected with each other, communities are
strengthened and individual and community benefits increase (Healy & Hampshire,
2000), and people have better personal wellbeing outcomes (Wilkinson, 1999). This
indicates that volunteering can energize, mobilize, and involve local communities as
active partners in local level social development. Based on the authors’ experience
with Community Based Organisations (CBOs) that extensively apply connection-
centered volunteering approach and strategies in community work, the paper puts
forth the view that volunteering creates conditions at grassroots for social

development action to take place.

The discussion is undertaken as a “practice-based reflexive and reflective
interpretation of information”, which is a widely applied technique in research-

informed practice in professional social and community work (Payne, 2014,
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Yegidis, Weinback and Myers, 2012; Hardwick and Worsle, 2011; Gray and Webb,
2009; Trevithick, 2005). The information, which is qualitatively presented and
interpreted, is drawn from the authors’ field practice experience with a range of
CBOs of different scales that recruit volunteers extensively in their work. Some
inferences are substantiated with the references to secondary sources. The key
implication emerged in this discussion is that if volunteering can be applied in
community work with principles of promoting community centrality, equality and
social justice, collective identity and civil society and social capital, moving away
from traditional task-centered and service delivery orientation, it can enable an

active community participation in local level social development action.
Social development as an action

Midgley (1999:25) points out that social development is “a process of planned social
change designed to promote the well-being of the population as a whole in
conjunction with a dynamic process of economic development”. It is however a
complex process which encompasses all aspects of development, for example,
economic, social, cultural, spiritual and environmental, and is predominantly policy-
driven in order for it to take place without a greater emphasis on one aspect over

another.

Social development can be an action that is not impossible to be made possible even
at the local level (Ife, 2012; Pawar, 2014; Cox, 1996 and 1997; Cox and Pawar,
2012; Pawar and Cox, 2010). Pawar (2014:14) says that achieving social
development at all levels on a global scale is a challenging, but it is a practical one.
It has been meticulously proven that the social development perspective is a practice
model too, with a readily available set of tools that can be applied in local level
community action (Cox, 1996 and 1997; Cox and Pawar, 2012; Pawar, 2014).
Almost all of these writers say that it has never been an ideal, and evidence is

available even in recent history indicating that it has been applied as an action in
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order to gear up local level development by global organizations like the United

Nations.

The idea that social development is an intervention committed to promoting the
welfare of the population has also been articulated (Midgley, 1996; UNDP 1996).
Midgley (1996) and Pawar (2014) convincingly emphasized that social welfare
would not occur automatically as the result of natural processes. In its institutional
definition of social welfare, United Nations (1967) highlights that social welfare has
a function within the broad space of a country's social development, and in this
sense, social welfare should play a major role in contributing to the effective
mobilization and deployment of human and material resources of the country to deal
successfully with the social requirements of change to enhance people’s well-being.
This indicates the recognition that social development is an action. It seeks to link
the action of social development to economic development in a dynamic way as it

has to happen within the broad context of development.
Modern volunteering

Reaching a universal agreement on the interpretation of the modern form of
volunteering has not been an easy task. Leigh (2011) suggests that it is because the
terms which define volunteering, and the form of its expression vary in different
languages and cultures, though the expressive values and norms could be common
and universal. One of the earliest attempts to universalize the core meaning of
volunteering can be found in the work of United Nations (UNO, 2001). They point
out that modern volunteering is an activity, which should not be undertaken
primarily for financial reward, but be undertaken voluntarily, according to an
individual’s own free-will, and be of benefit to someone other than the volunteer, or
to society at large. This interpretation elaborates several aspects of volunteer action
and implies the fact that volunteers may not benefit from volunteering. However, it
is now widely recognized that volunteering brings significant benefits to the

volunteer as well. For example, Volunteering Australia, an organization which has
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successfully incorporated community volunteering into the country’s broad social
and economic development, recognizes volunteering as an activity which takes
place through not-for-profit organizations or projects and is undertaken with the
volunteer’s own free-will for the benefit of both community as well as the volunteer
(Volunteering Australia, 2015).

The Universal Declaration of Volunteering (IAVE, 1990) too interprets volunteering
as a two-way process of benefits — to both community and the volunteer. In much
broader context, they elucidate modern volunteering as a creative and mediating
action. It enables building healthy and sustainable communities that respect the
dignity of all people, empower people to exercise their rights as human beings and
thus to improve their lives, help solve social, cultural, economic, and environmental
problems, and create a more humane and just society through worldwide
cooperation. Furthermore, with an attempt to articulate universal nature and values
of volunteering, UN Volunteers (UNV, 2020) perceived volunteering as a human
activity, a basic expression of human relationships that occurs in every society in the
world, recognizing volunteers themselves as being an integral part of the very
communities that they are supposed to contribute. While almost all these
interpretations of modern volunteering revolve more or less around an identical
territory, broadly, all resonate that at the heart of volunteerism are the ideals of
connection, solidarity and service and the belief that together the world can be made

a much better place.

The common position of the above interpretations of modern volunteering,
especially in relation to the key purpose of volunteering, seems to be somewhat
different from the way it had been seen in the past (Leigh, 2011). For example,
traditionally, it was seen as an act of charity, philanthropy or benevolence, and the
volunteer workforce as being a part of the frontline workers helping organizations to
achieve better outcomes of the task of service delivery. In that, the volunteer
position was always described as a set of directed tasks so that, in many
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circumstances, it was the volunteer and the task that was viewed central, not the
community. Contrary to that understanding, the common stance of modern
volunteerism is that it points towards community engagement with implications of
reciprocity, connection, opportunities for establishment and expansion of networks,
building of trust and participation (Principi, et al. 2014; Dekker and Halman, 2012;
Omoto, et.al 2012; Etziony, 1993 and 1995; Huges et. al. 2006). Even in a very
specific situation with very specific tasks where volunteering can take place, for
example, a situation of crisis intervention in an incident of natural disaster, modern
volunteering can lead to the community to strengthen connections and bonds
(Omoto, et.al 2012). When the volunteers turn up for relief and recovery tasks in
response to crisis, they not only help victims and repair physical damage, but also
strengthen the psychological intact of the community. Specifically, when volunteers
turn out to show their empathic concerns, they provide visible evidence of the worth
of stronger bonds of connections. They help people realize the value of withdrawal
from their investments in social capital in a situation of crisis. This positive impact
seems especially likely when volunteers work to empower community members
rather than simply providing for their needs (Omoto, et.al, 2012; Omoto and Snyder,
2009).

Connection-centered volunteering

The new approach to volunteering that would promote circumstances of engagement
in the community action becomes the culture of the connection-centered community
volunteering and another form of effective community engagement and social
capital accumulation (WCC, 2007; Oppenheimer and Warburton, 2014;
Oppenheimer, 2008; Hardill and Baines, 2020; Chanan and Miller, 2013; Rochester
et.al, 2012; Gamlath, 2017 and 2018). It can also be a powerful strategy to bring
healthy community back into usual strength in circumstances where community
connections and strength seem to be gradually depleting in modern societies
(Etziony, 1993 and 1995; Huges et al. 2006; Korten and Klauss, 1984; Korten,
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1990; IAVE, 1990; Warburton and Oppenheimer 2000; United Nations, 2001;
Omoto and Snyder, 2009; Leigh, 2011; UNV, 2020; Omoto, et al. 2012; Ahmadi,
2013; Eliasoph, 2013; Volunteering Australia, 2015). Omoto and Snyder (2009)
explore who gets involved and why and elucidate how effective the role of
volunteering is in community action by which means community connections are
strengthened. Once the connections are built up and strengthened, further generation
of a process of ongoing reciprocal reactions between volunteering and healthy and
connected communities is also identified. For example, having positive impacts on
the emotional wellbeing of community members set antecedents of promoting
volunteerism which in turn enables experience the consequences of volunteerism
reiterating the wellbeing benefits of strong connections (Omoto and Snyder: 2009).
In a broader sense, even the United Nations mission statement of volunteering
echoes this process of reciprocal positive reactions of the link between volunteering
and community connections as the power of modern volunteering which can create
a better world through its contribution to build healthy and connected communities
(UNV, 2020).

In this way, all aspects and players of connection are inclusive and closely
interconnected for interchangeable mobilization of input contribution and benefit
consumption (WCC, 2007; Chanan and Miller, 2013; Rochester et.al, 2016) so that it
becomes a people focused action. The key players of inclusive connection consist of
volunteers and community groups and members. The reason why people get involved
in volunteering is recognized and valued. They have an invitation to participate and
contribute. Volunteers reach out to almost everyone so that even community
members who might miss out can be informed. Building relationships is supported
and strengths, skills, and life experiences of everyone are recognized. The
community develops collective identity, shares a common purpose, and demonstrates
ownership to what they engage in, what they do and produce. This process facilitates
individual empowerment and capacity development, and the collective strength of

empowered individuals motivates personal as well as collective progress.
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Principles and activism

Community volunteering set the social structure for community members to engage

with each other and be involved in local action of which the guiding principles are:

1) Centrality of people - keeping community members central so that they
actively participate in the planning and implementation of the activities they

are involved in.

2) Empowerment - recognizing everyone’s equal rights, worth and power and
encouraging everyone to exercise these rights as strengths to focus on their
own wellbeing outcomes, and then mobilize it so that community becomes

stronger through power of collective actions.

3) Identity of Cohesiveness - stimulating the attitudes of collective identity and
a cohesive community while maintaining individual socio-cultural and

religious uniqueness; and,

4) Association and social capital - motivating people to be involved in the
processes of healthy association by building social capital and promoting

values of collectivism.

Community volunteers share a common purpose and goal. This may occur in
varying degrees. At one end, they work directly together and are trying to achieve
outcomes. At the other end, they meet and make networks. They do not come with a
preconceived idea of what outcome they would like to achieve. The communication
flow could happen across volunteers and all other participants. All are
interconnected. They listen to and facilitate community needs and wants. They
facilitate community members to be involved in volunteer action and opportunities
for the community to come together. They are flexible allowing the individuality of
different volunteers to come through in their volunteer role and further link them to
networks outside the community or amongst different communities.
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The community is recognized as the expert on what it needs. Therefore, the reasons
why people are involved in volunteering are valued. All aspects of need, for
example, individual, family, group, and community, are recognized so that
representatives of all those levels are invited and enabled to participate and
contribute. Those community members who might perhaps not have realized that
they could become involved are reached out and connected. Building relationships is
supported and relationships that already exist are valued and recognized.

The following Figure (Figure 1) depicts how connection-centered volunteerism
operates at grassroots levels. It is built upon three key pillars which involve

approach, principles and key players or stakeholders.

The key players involved include are volunteers, community, and external resources
especially the facilitators of the entire process representing institutional structures at
the community level, mostly community-based organizations which recruit
volunteers and apply more sophisticated volunteering strategies in their community

actions.

However, all pillars clearly reflect the value of being community-centered so that
the community itself inherently becomes the central element. Strategies are also a
reflection of extensions of the key principles but, at the same time, are what the
volunteering activism aims to achieve so that they can be recognized as outcomes as
well. In this way, strategies and outcomes set the local condition for furthering

active and strong community involvement in local level social development action.
Approach and principles

The vision of connection-centered volunteering is clearly underlined by the belief
that empowered people become central element of affairs, processes and tasks that
affect their own life progress. It assumes that, to reach out grassroots and facilitate
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people to believe in and build on their own potentials and resources, people focused

structures and actions need to be facilitated.
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Figure 1: Process of Local Social Development Action

The following simple story of an experience of a development facilitator in a remote

village in South Africa is a classic example to demonstrate how people become

confident of their capabilities and feel powerful once their involvement is placed

central rather than placing the solution central.

“A development worker went to a remote village. He was highly motivated and

fully prepared to solve all the villagers’ problems and transform the ‘primitive’

community. He saw the people as living in fear and apathy, not prepared to do

anything to change their situation. The community told him about a ‘monster’

across the valley which they believed was sent by the evil spirits to kill them. They
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went to show the development worker where the ‘monster’ was. They left him to
face the beast alone. After crossing the valley, he discovered that the ‘monster’ was
nothing but an overgrown watermelon. Nevertheless, to satisfy the villagers, he
acted ‘brave’ by drawing out his sword and dramatically cutting the watermelon
into pieces as the villagers watched from a ‘safe distance’. To his great dismay, the
villagers would not welcome him back despite what he had done for them! They
requested him to leave the village in peace, fearing that he was yet another monster.
They wondered how he could overcome the ‘monster’ all alone if he was not one
himself. Later there was again another watermelon. Another development worker
came to the village, learning of their fear he asked them to join in with their
traditional weapons and ‘face’ the ‘monster’. On reaching the place they all set on
the ‘monster’ with their traditional weapons until they had shattered it to pieces.
They proudly walked back to the village, singing and dancing, celebrating their
great achievement” (Schenck & Louw: 1995: 83-84)

In order to make changes or transformations, a truly people focused approach has to
be an asset-based one, in which people become central element as an asset (Kenny:
2006). Unlike in deficit-based approaches, it acknowledges that communities are
never a blank-sheet. Any given community always possesses wealth of skills,
knowledge, experience and material resources and wisdom (Chambers: 1983;
Korten: 1989 & 1996; Burkey: 1993). A people focused approach enables
identifying those resources, make them central and work with the community to
create opportunities to expand, improve and use them for their own individual and
collective progresst. The centrality of connection-centered volunteering strategy is
the acknowledgement that people possess enormous resources and wisdom, they are
capable, they have capacities, and if opportunities are created and given through a
carefully designed non-intrusive, non-disempowering, and facilitative process, they

will use it and become the nucleus of their own progress. It is the condition of

Y “Ordinary people can do extraordinary things if they are given the opportunity”’, Barak Obama,
CNN, 2007
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conduciveness where active social development action initiates, takes momentum

and thrives.

The connection-centered volunteering approach instigates reaching out to people
believing, that they are capable people, are not simply “objects” on behalf of whom

2 (quoted

decisions are taken. “We don’t develop people, people develop themselves
from Schenck and Louw: 1995). People have confidence and potential to exert their
power in planning and decision-making processes at community and society levels

that affect their lives (Payne: 2005; Kenny: 2006; Ife, 2006).

According to Payne (2005) true empowerment needs to be a process that enables
ordinary people to gain power of decisions and actions over their own lives and
increase capacity and self-confidence to show that they can influence social and
personal blocks that exercise existing power negatively over them. Kenny (2006)
indicates that people are not objects, in an empowerment approach, they cannot be
merely recognized to be studied, rescued, corrected, or controlled. If they are treated
in that manner, it does not accept that people are “a package of capabilities”. If their
capabilities and resources are recognized and helped to be used, they will be capable
of realizing their own potentials, increasing self-confidence and, transferring it to
other individuals, groups, and communities to exert a positive community
transformation that is required (Kenny, 2006; Ife, 2006). Action of local social
development recognizes that the power of human beings and their subjective
development as being equally important as their material development (Ife, 2006).
This fundamental appreciation of connection-centered volunteering approach

ensures the strong adherence in the process of outreaching and engaging every

2 An inspiring statement by Julius Nyerere, renowned thinker, political theorist and writer on

“African (Ujamaa) Socialism” and former President of Tanzania
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single person in the community, especially the disadvantaged people, to the key

precondition that people are not conceptualized as objects of development.

Connection-centered volunteerism stimulates the collective identity of a cohesive
community while maintaining the identity of individual socio-cultural uniqueness. It
enhances the self-image of an identity of cohesiveness and bridges everyone to a
community collectivism to which all individuals and groups feel a sense of
belonging and representation irrespective of all forms of differences and diversity.
Again, it motivates people to be involved in the processes of healthy and
harmonious association building within  which individual uniqueness and

representation is again recognized, appreciated, and respected.

Energizing such a community with an identity of cohesiveness preserves some
important aspects of social development such as the cultural and spiritual aspects
even at the grassroots. As a whole, it is therefore to “re-humanize” people who have
been continuously and systematically ‘“de-humanized” by extremely negative
consequences of some prolonged conservative approaches to development in which
ordinary people become objects. There is a plethora of writings which indicates that
in conservative development enterprise, people have been perceived as passive,
identity-less recipients to whom development can and has to be brought. Therefore,
social development action, even at the grassroots, promotes collective dimension of
identity and feeling of belonging as an element of paramount important and rejects
the dehumanizing enterprise of development driven social change. This fundamental
requirement for local level social development action, the focus on human relations
inherent in the approaches and strategies of connection-centered volunteerism is

instrumental in building communities of collective dimension.
Strategies

When the people engage in collective community action, and become connected

together through volunteering, strategies are created for social development to take
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place through that community activism. For example, some key areas of these

strategies can be identified as:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Information - provision of information empowers local communities to make
decisions about how to be involved in their community and ensures people’s
access to appropriate services and resources. Volunteering and community
participation opportunities will be promoted broadly, so the community is
informed of the ways that they can get involved.

Connection - connection with integrity of CBOs, there is openness and honesty
about the scope and the purpose of volunteering so that there is a willingness to
trust the community views, experiences, and aspirations.

Inclusion - a diverse range of people in the community have a chance to be
involved in the volunteering. Community volunteering process seeks to include
and support those who may otherwise not be involved.

Cohesiveness - people have the opportunity to meet other people, get involved
and form relationships. This fosters relationships between and within
communities based on mutual understanding, trust, and respect.

Influence - when people participate in the community, it makes a difference in
the way things are done. Then the policies and services or the ways the
organizations work in the community reflect the input and involvement of local
people.

Accessibility - people who have difficulty to get involved are helped to
overcome the barriers to access and become involved.

Local - the opportunities to get involved in the community are available locally,
and the resources available for community volunteering prioritize meeting the
community participation needs, aspirations and interests of the local community.
Sustainable - opportunities to get involved and the activities that meet current
needs have positive influence on the community’s ability to meet future needs.
Diversity - different individuals and groups work together and become members

of a group characterized by complex diversity. They are strongly bound together
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with shared identity and interests but, nevertheless, are empowered enough not
to lose individual uniqueness of being a member of a particular social or cultural
group. Tolerating and respecting the presence of all forms of diversity in the
community thus become a norm which is promoted across the community.

10) Empowerment - collective actions in the community resulted in cohesive groups
and communities of empowered individuals who are able to take control of self-
development, participate in local decision-making processes and promote civil

society.

The entire process of change taking place at the grassroots with the new connection-
centered approach and strategies of volunteering activism enables a unique
expression; an expression of binding sentiment of unquestioned virtues of human
relationships, with which people remain essentially united in spite of all separating
factors. Such communities are a clear manifestation of the recognition of the
centrality of people in their own progress. However, it is accepted outright that, for
people to become so, they need to be motivated by example and facilitated with
resources. It is a people focused ideological positioning with which volunteering
transforms community members to do things simply differently from the ways they
were used to be doing. As Ife (2006) writes, it gives even disadvantaged people the
opportunity to come out of their disadvantaged situations, identify their capacities
and lead their own progress individually with the help of collective action. It is the
message that the volunteer’s connection-centered approach bring to the local
communities. The message is accepted without suspicion because the volunteers are
not unknown or outsiders to the local community. Volunteers are part of the local
community itself and hence their new way of engaging local members quickly
become a trustworthy to the locals. Therefore, the feeling of ownership to what the
community is involved in doing with the close connection of the volunteers and
local level institutional resource facilitation is highly likely to be firmly entrenched
among everyone in the community. It creates conducive grassroots conditions for

local social development action.
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Conclusion

Our main objective of this descriptive paper was to elaborate on the view that the
benefits of connection-centered approach and strategies to volunteering contribute to
set social conditions at the grassroots for social development action to take place
effectively. Social development is a complex process which encompasses all aspects
of development, for example, economic, social, cultural, spiritual, and environmental,
and is predominantly believed to be policy-driven in order for it to take place without
a greater emphasis on one over another. The Common belief especially among neo-
classical economists is that economic growth accompanies social development.
However, our view is that it can happen only if the policies are in place to
redistribute the benefits of economic growth in a manner that ensures social justice.
Again, if it is to be so, social development must be an action too, driven by “inclusive
social policies”. Therefore, it is believed that social development cannot be expected
to happen spontaneously through economic growth, and it has to be an action
happening hand-in-hand with economic growth. The outcome of such an action
would then be a social condition where everyone has the opportunity to live a
relatively reasonable level of decent and quality living. Unlike in the conventional
form, modern volunteering action is not only simply geared by the feelings and
attitudes of charity and philanthropy, but it is redefined as being driven by subjective
satisfaction gained from connection and engagement focused, committed action of
contribution to community uplifting. It is now said to be a human relationship-based
action so that it is very much connection-centered in terms of approach and
strategies. When formal institutional structures at the community level, particularly
Community-Based Organizations, which extensively recruit community volunteers in
their work, apply connection-centered volunteering approach and strategies, we
observed that it creates conducive conditions for social development action to take

place at the grassroots.
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In conventional interpretations, social development is seen as a goal of economic
development. We have taken the view, as has been already well articulated by many
writers, at any level of society it happens, social development can be viewed as an
action too. It enabled us to observe that modern community volunteering, if applied
with connection-centered approach and strategies, energizes, mobilizes, and involves
local communities as active partners in local level social development action
generating important welfare and wellbeing benefits to the community per se. This is
a process happening at the grassroots through volunteering which can mainly be
observed in the context of local level activities of Community-based Organizations.
Therefore, we conclude that modern volunteering is now a community level
connection-centered action which promotes effective community engagement. It is
extensively used in the context of local level activities of Community-based
Organizations. A significant outcome of this volunteering activism is that it
contributes to transform local social development into an action creating conducive
local conditions for it to take place. It energizes involvement of community as an
active partner in local social development action and generate important welfare and

wellbeing benefits for the community itself.
References

Ahmadi, H. (2013). Volunteering, Bloomington, Indiana: Xlibis Corporation.

Bauman, Z. (2001). Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World, Cambridge:
Polity Press.

Berger, P.L. and T. Luckmann (2011). The Social Construction of Reality: A
Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge (original publication in 1966), New
York: Open Road Media (reprint 2011).

Burkey, S. (1993). People First: A Guide to Self-Reliant, Participatory Rural

Development, London: Zed Books.

43



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
Chanan, G. and Miller, C. (2013). Rethinking Community Practice: Developing
Transformative Neighbourhood, Bristol: The Policy Press, University of

Bristol

Chambers, R. (1983). Rural Development — Putting the Last First, London:
Routleedge.

Cox, David R. (1996) The Social Development Agenda and Social Work Education
into the 21st Century, Paper Presented at Diamond Jubilee Conference of the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Bombay, October 1996.

Cox, David R. (1997) Social Development 1, Department of Social Work and Social

Policy, Melbourne: La Trobe University.

Cox, Eva (1995). A Truly Civil Society: 1995 Boyer Lectures, Sydney: ABC
Books, No. 15.

Cox D. and Pawar, M. (2012). International Social Work, Issues, Strategies and

Programs, Sage Publications: Thousand Oaks, California.

Dekker, P. and Halman, L. (2012). The Values of Volunteering: Cross-Cultural
Perspectives, New York: Springer Science Business Media.

Eliasoph, N. (2013). The Politics of Volunteering, Political Sociology Series,
Cambridge: Polity Press.

Etzioni, A. (1995). The Spirit of Community, London: Fontana.

Etzioni, A. (1993). New Communitarian Thinking: Persons, Virtues, Institutions and

Communities, Charlottesville: Virginia University Press.

Gamlath, S. (2017). Volunteering and Community Connection: A Lesson from
Australian Model of Community Volunteering, Sri Lanka Journal of Social
Development, Vol. 2, 2017 September.

Gamlath, S. (2018). Community Based Organisations - An Institutional Context of

Poverty Alleviation with Professional Social Work Intervention, in Prof.

44



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
Sarath Amarasinghe Felicitation Volume, Ruhuna University, 2018,

September.

Gray, Mel and Webb, Stephen A. (2009). Social Work Theories and Methods,
London: Sage Publications.

Hardill, I. and Baines, S. (2020). Enterprising Care? Unpaid Voluntary Action in
the 21st Century, Bristol: The Policy Press, University of Bristol.

Hampshire, A and Healy, K (2000). Family Future: Issues in Research and
Policy, Social Capita/ in Practice: Sydney: Australian Institute of Family
Studies.

Hardwick, L. and Worsley, A. (2011). Doing Social Work Research, London: Sage
Publications.

Hedley, R., Rochester, C. and Smith, J.D. (2005). Introduction to the Voluntary

Sector, London: Routledge.

Huges, P. et al. (2006). Building Stronger Communities, Sydney: University of New
South Wakes.

Ife, Jim (2009). Human Rights from Below: Achieving Rights through Community

Development, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Ife, J. (2006). Community Development: Community-Based Alternatives in an Age of

Globalization, French Forest: Pearson Education Australia.
Kenny, S. (2006). Developing Communities for the Future, Melbourne: Thomson.

Korten, David C. (1990). Getting to the 21st century, West Hartford: Kumarian

Press.

Korten, David and Klauss, Rudi (1984). People-centred Development: Towards

Theory and Planning Frameworks, West Hartford: Kumarian Press.

Leigh, L. (2011). State of the World’s Volunteerism Report, Universal Values for
Global Well-being, New York: United Nations.
45



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
Leong, R. (2008). Volunteering: Pathway to Inclusion, Australian Journal of
Volunteering, Vol. 13, No. 2, pp. 67-73.

Light, Ivan (2004). Social Capital for What, in R.M. Silverman (ed.) Community
Based.Organizations - The Intersection of Social Capita and Local Context
in Contemporary Urban Society, 19-35, Michigan: Wayne State University

Press.

Midgley, James (1999). Social Development — The Development Perspective in
Social Welfare, London: Sage Publications.

NAO (2009). Building the Capacity of the Third Sector, London: The Stationery
office, National Audit Office (UK).

Omoto, Allen M. et.al (2012). Everyday Helping and Responses to Crisis, A Model
for Understanding Volunteerism, in Kai Jones and Thomas A Morton (eds.),
“Restoring Civil Societies: The Psychology of Intervene and Engagement

Following Crisis, Oxford: Jon Willey & Sons.

Omoto, Allen, M. and M. Snyder (2009). The Role of Community Connection in
Volunteerism and Social Action, in Elaine S.C. Liu (ed.), Youth
Empowerment and Volunteerism Principles, Policies and Practices, Hong

Kong: City University Press.

Oppenheimer, M. and Warburton, J. (2014). Volunteering in Australia, Alexandria
NSW:  Federation Press.

Oppenheimer, M. (2008). Volunteering: Why we cannot Survive Without It, Sydney:
University of New South Wales.

Payne, M. (2012). Modern Social Work Theory, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Pawar, M. (2014). Social and Community Development Practice, New Delhi: Sage

Publications.

46



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
Pawar, M. and Cox, D. (2010) Social Development: Critical Themes and

Perspectives, London: Routledge.

Principi, A, Jensen, P.H. and Lamura, G. (2014). Active Ageing: Voluntary Work by
Older People in Europe, Bristol: Policy Press, University of Bristol.

Rochester, C., Paine, A. E. and Howlett, S. (2016). Volunteering and Society in the

21st Century, New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Schnck, C.J. & H. Louw (1995) A People-Centred Perspective on People-Centred
Community Development, Journal of Social Development in Africa, 10 (2),
pp 81-91.

Trevithick, Pamela (2005). Social Work Skill and Practice Handbook, New York:

Open University Press.

UNDP (1996). Human Development Report, United Nations Development
Programme. UNO (2001). United Nations Volunteers Report, Prepared for
the UN General Assembly Special Session on Social Development, Geneva,
February 2001.

UNV (2020). Success Stories, Inspiration in Action, unv.org (last visited, November
20, 2020)

IAVE (1990). Universal Declaration on Volunteering, Paris: International

Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE), 14 September 1990.

Volunteering Australia (2012). State of Volunteering in Australia, Canberra:

Volunteering Australia.

Volunteering Australia (2014). State of Volunteering in Australia, Canberra:

Volunteering Australia.

Volunteering Australia (2015). State of Volunteering in Australia, Canberra:

Volunteering Australia.

47



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
Warburton J and Oppenheimer, M. (2000). Volunteers and Volunteering,
Leichhardt: The Federation Press.

WCC (2007). Whittlesea Community Engagement Framework, Epping, Melbourne:
Whittlesea Community Connections (WCC).

Wilkinson, R. (1999). Social Determinants of Health, London: Routledge.

Wilson, L and P. Mayer (2006). Upward Mobility and Social Capital: Building.
Advantage through Volunteering, A Report to the Office for Volunteering,
Adelaide; University of Adelaide.

Yegidis, B.L, Weinback, R.W. and Myers, L.L. (2012). Research Methods for
Social Workers, Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

48



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019

Identification of Strength Parameters in Finger Jointed Timber
Sections

Sudhira, De Silva " and Liyanage, Vijini?

%2 Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Faculty of Engineering,

University of Ruhuna, Galle.

*Email: sudhira@cee.ruh.ac.lk

Abstract

Timber is widely used as a building material in the construction industry. As it is in short
supply, there is now a high demand for timber in the construction industry. This has made
waste timber utilization for construction important. Finger jointing can be used to connect
two small pieces of waste timber. Machinery is now available in Sri Lanka to fasten, using
finger jointing, the timber pieces that are used for the manufacture of furniture. As it is
important to determine the structural properties of finger jointed (FJ) timber, three-point
bending and compression tests using a universal testing machine (UTM) were conducted on
samples of selected timber species commercially available in Sri Lanka, in accordance with
BS 373:1957 to determine these properties. Samples were finger jointed with a finger
length of 19 mm using the adhesive, Fevicol SWR. Satin with its high resistance to bending
is found to be the most suitable species for finger jointing. The tests carried out indicated
that when finger jointed, the bending strength of Satin gets reduced by only 9.5%. In the
compression parallel to grain test, Jak displayed the minimum reduction of 1.53% in its
compressive strength. In the timber species tested, finger jointing was found to be 100%
effective in resisting compression perpendicular to grain. The compressive strength of Pine
is found to be increased by 27.39% when it is under compression perpendicular to grain.
Strength classes of the timber species selected were identified from BS 5268-2:2002. The
compressive strength of finger jointed Grandis and Pine are found to be too poor for use as
structural elements. Finger jointing of Teak is found to be cost effective. Finally, it is
recommended that further studies be done on using finger jointed local timber waste.
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Introduction

Timber is used as a building material in building construction. Waste timber
material and short sections of timber dumped by sawn mills are creating many
problems in the construction industry. It is therefore necessary to effectively use the
timber residues produced in building construction. Timber wastage can be
minimized by using proper machines and adopting new technologies
(Ruwanpathirana 2007).

Joining of timber pieces longitudinally using fingered end joints as shown in Figure
1 has been recognized as a qualitative and profitable method for producing high
quality timber sections of required length and for reducing timber waste. Through
finger jointing, undesirable timber sections can be removed to improve the strength
and appearance of the timber product. Therefore, finger jointing is an ideal way for
improving the efficiency of sawn mills as it minimizes waste of timber (Ayarkawa et
al. 2000).

Most of the locally available timber species are hardwood. Although there have been
several studies done in the past on the strength of finger jointed sections of
softwood, only few such studies have been done on hardwood. Finger jointing is
already being used in Sri Lanka to produce non-structural timber products such as
furniture. The mechanisms and machinery required to perform this finger jointing
on hardwood are already available in the country. Because of its good structural
performance, finger jointed hardwood can be recommended for use as structural

elements by the construction industry in Sri Lanka.
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Past studies have identified the structural performance of finger joints (FJs) used in
the manufacture of finger jointed timber products such as stunts, trusses, columns,

beams etc.

Figure 1: A finger jointed timber section

Since British Standard (BS) Design Codes do not refer to timber connections done
using finger jointing, this study focused on determining the bending properties,
compressive strength and Modulus of Elasticity (MOE) of finger jointed sections.
The study used timber species commonly available in Sri Lanka to determine their
strengths and strength grades for use in structural applications. To understand the
behavior of finger connected joints when they are under actual loading conditions,

structural scale specimens were tested for compression.

Methodology

Sample Collection

State Timber Corporation (STC) has graded Teak, Jak, Mahogany, Grandis, Satin
and Kumbuk as the most used hardwood in Sri Lanka. Similarly, Pine has been
graded as the most used softwood in the country. Thus, samples made from sections
of Teak, Jak, Mahogany, Grandis, Satin, Kumbuk and Pine that were discarded as
waste at the Sawn Mill of STC in Galle were used for the tests. The long sections of

timber identified from the waste timber at STC for making the samples were
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visually inspected to ensure that they were defect free and strong enough for

jointing.
Specimen Preparation

Specimens for the bending and compression (parallel and perpendicular to grain)
tests conducted as Test Series 1 were prepared in accordance with BS 373:1957.
Each finger jointed timber specimen had a finger length of 19 mm, tip width of 1.0
mm, tip gap of 0.2 mm and a pitch of 4.5 mm. The control specimens used for the
tests were made of clear timber species and had the same dimensions as the finger

jointed specimens.

The specimens were finger jointed at mid span under normal exposure conditions

using Fevicol SWR water resistive adhesive.

For the compression tests in Test Series 2, specimens of clear finger jointed and
normal glue jointed sections of non-standard timber were prepared at STC, Galle.
Finger cutting machinery of the STC were used to machine the specimens (Figure
2).

Figure 2: Finger cutting machines
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Experiment Procedure is shown by below flow chart 1.

Experiment Proceudre

Test Series 1 Test Series 2

Test on standard finger jointed & clear timber Test on standard finger jointed & clear
specimen as per BS373:1957 by Universal timber By using Compression Testing
Testing Machine Machine
1. Three point bending test Compression testing on 1000 mmx
2. Compression parallel to grain test 100 mmx100 mm column of Pine &

] . . Grandis timber
3. Compression perpendicular to grain test

Chart 1 : Experiment Procedure
Specimens used in the Three Point Bending Test

Finger jointed and clear timber specimens used in the three-point bending test were
20 mm x 20 mm in cross section and 300 mm in length according to test method

describes in BS 373:1957. (Refer Figure 3 and dimensions are not in scale).

A —

300 mm

20 mm
(a) Sample size used in the test

mm— EEN C

) (b) Finger jointed timber specimen
Figure 3: Specimen used in the three-point bending test
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Specimen used in the Compression Parallel to Grain Test

Finger jointed and clear timber specimens used in the compression parallel to grain
test were 20 mmx 20 mm in cross section and 60 mm in length according to test

method describes in BS 373:1957. (Refer Figure 4 and dimensions are not in scale).

=
—

60 mm

20 mm

(a) Sample size used in the test

(b) Finger jointed timber specimen
Figure 4: Specimen used in the compression parallel to grain test

50 mm
(a) Sample size used in the (b) Finger  jointed  timber
test specimen

Figure 5: Specimen used in the compression perpendicular to
grain test
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Specimen used in the Compression Perpendicular to Grain Test

The length, width and depth of the specimens of both clear and finger jointed timber
used in the compression perpendicular to grain test were each 50 mm according to
test method describes in BS 373:1957. (Refer Figure 5 and dimensions are not in

scale).

Specimens of Structural Scale

For the Test Series 2, 1000 mm x 100 mm x100 mm finger jointed and glue jointed
specimens of structural scale, made of Grandis and Pine were prepared as shown in
Figure 6. Clear timber specimens of the same dimensions made of same species of

timber were used as the control samples.

100 mm

Grandis - Glugd Kint - o1

100 mm ——
100 mm
100 |
mm

1000 mm Glued
surfaces | Grodis- Finger Joint ~or

50 mm

(a) Sample size (b) Finger jointed timber specimen
Figure 6: Structural scale specimen
Experimental Procedure

The three-point bending and uniaxial compression tests of Test Series 1 were
conducted on the specimens in accordance with BS 373:1957 Code of Practice,
using a universal testing machine (UTM). A compression testing machine was used
in Test Series 2 to determine the ultimate axial compression capacity of the large

non-standard specimens. Before applying the load through the UTM, the average
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density and natural moisture content of the specimens of each species were

measured.

Figure 7: Universal Testing Machine

Three Point Bending Test

Specimens having a span length of 280 mm were tested for their bending strength
using the three-point bending test. As shown in Figure 8(a), the load was applied on
the specimens at their mid spans with a loading speed of 0.0066 m/min. The
displacements of the specimens were recorded to obtain their load - displacement
curves. Bending strength was calculated at the elastic limit assuming it as the
serviceability limit state. The maximum load possible in the elastic region represents

the serviceability limit state load.
Compression Parallel to Grain Test

Compression parallel to grain test with the loading plate moving at a speed of
0.000635 m/min was carried out on the specimens as shown in Figure 8(b) to see
how their displacements varied with the load. The maximum possible load at the

elastic limit was used to obtain the serviceability limit state compressive strength.
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Compression Perpendicular to Grain Test

The specimens were loaded perpendicular to grain as shown in Figure 8(c) with the
loading plate moving at a speed of 0.000635 m/min to obtain their displacements.
The maximum possible load in the elastic region was used to obtain the

serviceability limit state compressive strength.

(a)Three-point bending () Compression parallel to grain  ¢) Compression perpendicular to
arain
Figure 8: Standard specimen testing usinga UTM

Compression Test on Specimens of Structural Scale

The specimens were tested for compression parallel to grain by using a compression
testing machine and their lateral deflections were recorded as the load varied. The
lateral deflections were measured by manual observations using deflection gauges

attached to the specimens in two sides.

Results and Discussion

Bending Strength

Table 1 presents the three-point bending test results and Figure 9 presents the
bending strength variation of clear and finger jointed timber species. Four clear
timber specimen and four finger jointed specimen were tested for each species. The
bending strength of Teak, Satin and Pine got reduced by less than 20% under this
test. These results reveal that finger jointed Satin is the timber species that can

withstand the bending most.
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Characteristic bending strength should be reduced by modification factors to derive
the grade bending stresses (Department of Communities and Local Government
2008). According to BS 5268-2, the modification factor for sections less than 72 mm
in depth and for short term loads are 0.856 and 0.571 respectively. Table 1 shows

the grade bending stresses calculated for clear and finger jointed timber specimens.

Table 1: Bending test results.

Bending strength Grade stress
Species Clear Fl_nger Streng_th Clear Fl_nger
(N/mm?) Jointed Reduction (N/mm?) Jointed
(N/mm?) % (N/mm?)
Teak 26.02 23.20 10.84 13.97 104
Satin 27.94 25.28 9.5 24.12 20.93
Mahogany 24.59 16.64 32.34 8.93 7.72
Jak 30.58 17.49 42.82 8.53 8.4
Kumbuk 25.77 13.26 48.54 16.87 11.53
Grandis 29.39 16.09 45.25 8.92 7.74
Pine 20.86 16.8 19.43 9.08 8.8
Source: Author compiled
35 W Clear Timber
Specimen
30 BFinger Jointed
25 Timber Specimen

=
o

o o

Teak Satin ~ Mahogani Jak Kumbuk  Grandis Pinus

AVERAGE BENDING STRENGTH
/(N/mm2)

TIMBER SPECIES

Source: Author compiled

Figure 9: Comparison of the average bending strength of different timber
Species
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Compressive Strength Parallel to Grain

Table 2 presents the results of the compression parallel to grain test. Figure 10
compares the compressive strength variations of clear and timber jointed species.
The strength reduction of Satin, Mahogani, Jak and Pinus is less than 20%. Jak is
found to be the most suitable species for finger jointing being able to withstand the
compression most. The compressive strength obtained has to be multiplied by 0.571,
modification factor for very short-term loads given in BS 5268-2 to obtain the
corresponding grade compressive stress. Table 2 summarizes the grade stresses of

the specimens when under compression parallel to grain.

Table 2: Compression parallel to grain test results
Compressive strength parallel to

Grade stresses

grain

Species Clear _Fi_nger Streng_th Clear _Fi_nger

(N/mm?) jointed reduction (N/mm?) jointed

(N/mm?) % (N/mm?)
Teak 24.45 18.2 25.54 12.71 11.33
Satin 42.21 36.62 13.24 13.64 12.35
Mahogany 15.62 1351 13.51 12.01 8.13
Jak 14.93 14.7 1.53 14.94 8.54
Kumbuk 29.53 20.17 31.68 12.59 6.48
Grandis 15.61 13.55 13.22 14.35 7.86
Pine 15.89 15.40 3.04 10.19 8.21

Source: Author compiled

Compressive Strength Perpendicular to Grain

Table 3 presents the results of the compression perpendicular to grain test. Figure 11
compares the compressive strength variations of clear and finger jointed species.
Strength of all finger jointed species except Jak is higher than that of clear timber.
Therefore, finger jointed sections of most timber species can withstand compression
perpendicular to grain better. Based on the modification factor given in BS 5268-2

for very short-term loads, the strength has to be multiplied by 0.571 to obtain the
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grade compressive stress. Table 3 summarizes compression perpendicular to grain

grade stresses.

45 m Clear Timber
40 Specimen

35 BFinger Jointed

30 Tlmper
Specimen

25

20
15
10

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH
PARALLEL TO GRAIN /(N/mm?)

\\,@" & &

@I'IMBER SPECIES s

Source: Author compiled

% re 10: Comparison of the average compressive strength parallel to grain of
erent timber species

Table 3. Compression perpendicular to grain test results

Compressive strength perpendicular to Grade stresses

grain

Species Clear _F|_nger Strength Clear _Fl_nger
(N/mm?) jointed reduction (N/mm?) jointed
(N/mm?) % (N/mm?)
Teak 8.53 10.08 -18.13 4.88 5.76
Satin 15.51 17.16 -10.66 8.86 9.8
Mahogany 7.85 8.13 -3.66 4.48 4.65
Jak 13.43 11.03 17.90 7.67 6.3
Kumbuk 7.71 8.28 -7.31 441 4.73
Grandis 5.14 5.38 -4.72 2.94 3.07
Pine 6.06 7.72 -27.39 3.46 4.41

Source: Author compiled

60



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019

m Clear Timber
Specimen

BFinger Jointed Timber
Specimen

o~ ERAINETT & & S

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH
PERPNDICULAR TO

& & ¢ @ §

&
> ™
TIMBER SPECIES &

Q
Source: Author compiled

Figure 11: Comparison of the average compressive strength perpendicular to
grain of different timber species

Compression of Specimens of Structural Scale

The compressive strengths of finger jointed specimens of Pine and Grandis, which
were of structural scale, got values of 80.29% and 72.58%, compared to clear timber
section, respectively. The test was also carried out on sections jointed with glue. The
test results reveal that the compression capacities of normal glue jointed Pine and
Grandis species are got values of 70.89% and 72.16%, compared to clear timber
section, respectively. Both test results indicate that there is no significant variation in
the ultimate capacity of both glued and finger jointed timber species. However, it is

recommended to carry out further tests on these species.
Conclusions

The study demonstrates the usefulness of finger jointed timber to utilize the timber
waste focusing structural applications. Therefore, mainly the strength capacities
under static bending and compression were analyzed for finger jointed timber with
the commercially available finger joint profile and adhesive in Sri Lanka and the

discussion is led to below conclusions.
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Reliability testing on finger jointed timber according to the standard experimental

procedures reveal that,

Satin, Teak and Pine timber which have minimum bending strength reduction as
9.5%, 10.84% and 19.43 % respectively compared to clear timber are effective
to manufacture finger jointed timber element to withstand bending. Bending
strength was varied as; Satin>Teak>Pine>Mahogany>Grandis>Jak>Kumbuk
Compressive strength parallel to grain reduction was found to be only 1.53% of
that of clear specimens for Jak and therefore it is the most suitable species to use
for finger joining. Satin, Grandis and Pine also have 13.24%, 13.22% and 3.04%
strength reduction which are also suitable for withstand compression parallel to
grain after Jak. Compressive strength parallel to grain was varied as was varied
as; Jak>Pine>Grandis>Satin>Mahogany>Teak>Kumbuk

Compressive strength perpendicular to grain values were found to be higher than
clear timber other than Jak. Higher increment is shown by Teak and Pine as
18.13% and 27.39% that of clear timber. Compressive strength perpendicular to
grain was varied as was varied as; Pine>Teak>Satin>Kumbuk>Grandis>
Mahogany>Jak.

Reliability testing of finger jointed large scale timber which was done by using
1000 mmx100mmx100mm structural scale members of Grandis and Pine
resulted 72.58% and 80.29% reduction of ultimate compression capacity
compared to clear timber. It was led to think that finger joint large scale timber
members are poor to withstand axial compression and several number of finger

joints are not effective for compression member.

The primary goal of this research is to utilize the timber waste considering the

applications in construction industry. For that, below recommendations are done and

it could increase the use of finger joint on waste timber.
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e Bending and compressive strengths of finger jointed timber have been
established for commercially available timber species in Sri Lanka by using
larger number of standard specimens for experiment and they can be used for
finger jointed timber designing.

e Finger joint can be used to manufacture shorter length of timber member such as
beams, strut to withstand both bending and compression.

e Finger jointed element of Teak timber is structurally and economically effective
for the construction industry.

e Finger jointed timber element which is manufactured by using waste of Satin,

Grandis and Pine wood are structurally effective.

Further, it is revealed that there is a need for future research to understand the
performance of finger jointed timber species made with metal connectors,
mechanical improvements etc. These future studies could be used to determine the
mechanical properties of timber species of different sectional dimensions,
limitations of the dimensions that can be used for finger jointing and the durability

of the joints bonded using epoxy adhesives under higher load bearing capacities.
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Abstract

Multiplication of media establishments in a country does not necessarily make that country
more democratic and its content of the media pluralistic. Television is the most popular one
among the electronic media in Sri Lanka. It can be observed that as a result of deregulation
of the media since 1992, some 72 radio channels and about 21 television channels have been
thrived. The objective of the present study is to examine through the content of news
whether the abundance of broadcasts has had an influence on their content so as to make it
pluralistic. This research can be called as an analysis of the media content in particular, the
content of news telecast by six Sinhala medium television channels during a period of 10
days relating to a public conflict occurred in Gampaha District. The clash which affected 22
Grama Niladhari Divisions namely Ratupaswala, Nadungamuwa, Imbulgoda, Walivériya,
Ambaraluwa and Galoluwa in Gampaha and Mahara Divisional Secretariats over an issue
of pollution of water went on from 12.07.2013 to 01.08.2013. The main cause of the above
crisis was the complaint of the residents of the above-mentioned area against the

discharging of polluted water by the factory, Dipped Product Plc. established in this locality
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in 1994. Consequently, a mass protest was organized by the residents of the affected area by
blocking the Kandy road and new Kandy road compelling the government to remove the
factory. Further, a fasting was organized by way of protest by the Buddhist clergy in the
Veliveriya playground. The present study concentrates on examining the pluralistic
differences of media content of the news broadcasts pertaining to the above on the basis of

the mode of its reconstruction of 6 Sinhala television channels.

Keywords: ~ Media diversification, Rathupsawala water commotion, TV
narrations

Discussion

Television as a media can perform an exceedingly perfect role in inquiry for news
and analysis and presentation of information etc. because it is an audio-visual
technique. Consequently, the social community with a television characteristic of
pluralistic content manifests advances democratic features. There are a humber of
factors behind this pluralism. They include media culture of a country, state of
artists being trained and skilled, nature of regulation, and pluralism of media

establishments.

Case study is one of the means of studying the behaviour of the media. It is in
different ways that various media establishments pay response to the one and the
same event. On the basis of this point behaviour of each media establishment can be
observed. Factors that determine such behaviour can be investigated separately. In
the light of response given by various media to a particular event and the way they
present it to patrons, one can draw a clear-cut picture of not only their expressions
but also other features such as information pertaining to artists themselves, their
media culture and authority they exercise. The aim of the present study is to re-
examine how the particular event in question occurred in Sri Lanka had been
reconstructed by 6 Sri Lankan television channels. Drawing information from the
above, it is expected to solve the problem whether the multiplication of media

establishments has led to a pluralistic use of the media.
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Nature of study

This is a case study. It is the file photos of the leading news broadcast transmitted
from 27.07.2013 to 05.08.2014 which is used herein as sources. All these file photos
were taken from internet. It was only television news which was adopted. Out of all
the main channels now being operative in Sri Lanka news broadcasts of 6 of them,
i.e., Sirasa, Swarnavahini, Hiru, Derana, ITN and National Rupavahini have been
selected. It was the series of incidents occurred at Ratupaswala in Weliwériya during
the period of 10 days referred to above that form the present study. As the Ph value
in water at Ratupaswala went down the residents of the locality lay the blame on
Dipped Products PLC establishment for the adverse effect and following a tumult
they made and in the process of their protest 3 people were shot dead by armed
forces. How the above incident was reported by those 6 TV channels is the subject
of the study. Only the above 6 channels were made use of because they are the most
recognized chief news transmissions in Sri Lanka. Although TNL is also yet another
channel of importance as we could not get their file photos from the internet we had
no occasion to use the particular data. The presentation of data herein take place

according to chronological order.
A brief introduction to Ratupaswala water commotion

This issue was called by many a media establishment as “Ratupaswala drinking
water crisis.” Residents of 22 Grama Niladhari Divisions belonging to
PradestyaSabha (Divisional Councils) Gampaha and Mahara were involved in this
matter. (see Table 1) Principal villages involved included Gampaha, Sivuralamulla,
Nandungamuwa, Uruwala, Wiliweriya, Wiliwériya west, Ambaraluwa, Kiritittala,
Atikehelgalla, Bandarawatta and Helanwatta. Ph value in water in these villages are
less than 06. It is reported that the value is something like 3.5 and 4. In other words
acidity is much higher. Due to this high acidity some of those who consumed the
water in question fell ill and even died. We have come to know that a report issued

in 1960s recommended that as the acidity of the water here is high it is not suitable
67



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
for drinking but the soil in this locality is suitable for a growth such as pineapple But
the said report/paper says that a study pertaining to this matter had been carried out
by a team of researchers and it had been found out by them that the water containing
exceedingly vast amount of acidity has been released from the factory to be
contacted the wunderground water. (janarala.wordpress.com/2013/08/02/helis-
wenigrs) Report which was summoned by the courts from the analyst was presented

before the latter and its contents are as follows.

“Magistrate said that” according to the report of the Government Analyst Ph value
in the water surrounding the factory is up to 4.55 and that of the factory is 6.52 and
although the water in the surroundings lacks standard that of factory maintains the
standard and the factory water has ammonia nitrate in it and it cannot be
determined that the Ph value has gone down due to factory.” (Lankadipa,
02.02.2015)

According to the report of the Government water in the factor is more suitable for
drinking than that of the surroundings of the factory. According to the standard No
SLS 614 1983 of Sri Lanka Standards Institutoin Ph value should be between 7.0
and 8.5 and the maximum Ph value range not harmful to health is 6.5 — 9. However,
clean drinking water is one of the fundamental human rights which is recognized not

only by the world? but also by the government of Sri Lanka®

Table 1. Population in the locality affected by the water

crisis
Provincial Secretariat ~ GramaNiladhari Population
Division Division

Gampaha Balummahara 3,163
Ratupaswala 3,294
Galloluwa 1,932
Imbulgoda (North) 1,591
Imbulgoda (South) 2,149
Viliveriya (North) 2,921
Viliveriya (South) 1,874
Viliveriya (East) 2,376

Mabhara Heénégama 2,206
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Table 1. Population in the locality affected by the water

crisis
Provincial Secretariat ~ GramaNiladhari Population
Division Division

Vilimbula (North) 1,797
Vilimbula (Sorth) 3,070
Butpitiya (North) 390
Butpitiya (South) 933
Uruwala (East) 1,756
Uruwala (West) 1,769
Sivuralumulla 1,456
Maharagama 1,507
Kinigama 1,835
Kimbulgoda 1,724
Pilikuttuwa 1,598
Vilimbula (North) 1,797
Vilimbula (South) 3,070

(Source: Dept. of Census & Statistics)

Dipped Products PLC belonging to Hayley’s Company was opened in Nadungituma
in the year 1994. Even prior to this year the acidity in water in the region had
already been there. This establishment is a factory manufacturing rubber glove. The
production of this factory fulfils 18% of the world’s requirement of rubber gloves.
As the quality of these rubber gloves are higher in standard than that of in India and
China it has become a challenge to those two countries. During the last few years at
a number of occasions, the factory removed about 120 employees who were residing
in the area. Some of these employees have been reported as active members of JVP.
It is as a result of the combination of a natural phenomenon with a personal issue
that the crisis in question arose. Some were of the opinion that Indian gloves
factories had wanted to disable the factory and as such there had been the Indian

Intelligence behind the issue. Accordingly, two main points seem to emerge.

1) There is a water crisis in this area.

2) There prevails a hatred towards the factory.
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What the people were asking was to solve the water problem and to close the
factory. As the police and the political authority did not pay due attention to the
matter a large group of people blocked up the New Kandy Road at Wiliweriya and
the Colombo-Kandy Road at Balummahara on 01.08.2013.

While a sub-division of the Army under Brigadier Desapriya Gunawardane was sent
to this locality and all the three parties; the Police the Army and the STF (Special
Task Force) got together and assaulted civilians, shot and killed 3 people and
controlled the mob. This act was disapproved by all the political organizations, but
pro-government organized bodies. Then in order to solve the problem a project to
distribute drinking water was implemented and inquiries were held into killing and
the injured. What the subsequent tests done by combined body of a number of
institutes revealed was that the Ph value in water in the surroundings had not been
changed owing to the filthy water discharged by the factory. In consequence, the
factory won the case. Compensation for the dead and the injured was being

considered.

The incident referred to above is not simple as it seems to be. There were a number
of individuals actively engaged in it. Interference of all of them with the case was
highly complex. What we are discussing here is the contribution of the media. What
follows is a table 2 which shows the nature/structure and portions of broadcasting
time allotted to the incident by those 6 TV channels, during the relevant period.

Television narratives

Table 2: Reports and durations of telecast of 6 TV channels.

Channel Duration News 27.07.2013
Sirasa 3 min.40 News telecast on13.07.2013 referring to
sec. Contamination of drinking water with germs

says that it was reported. People block up
Biyagama - Gampaha Road and make a
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clamour.  A.S.P.  Gampaha, Ruvan
Ranathunga, Chairman Pradesiya Sabha
promised people to arrange a discussion
with the authority at 10. a.m. next day. Then
the uproar ends.

Swarnavahini 2 minutes Residents of 8 villages block up Kandy
Road asking for drinking water. People
obstruct New Kandy Road at Balummahara
making a protest. SP says that he went to the
factory and after coming back said that the
factory would close. The people were
dispersed. Ajith Mannapperuma (UNP) M.P.
visits the spot. SP says that it cannot be
reported to the Police. With SP’s presence
the protest ends.

33 seconds

Hiru 3 minutes Residents of 10 villages protesting against a
factory in Nadumgama marched along the
street. This is a crisis dating back to some
years. Ph value in well water goes down. SP
Chandana Kodituwakku Ajith
Mannapperuma M. P.

11 seconds

Derana 1 minute New Kandy Road is closed for 2 hours.
Water is polluted. Authorities take no action.
Atmosphere become hot when Ajith
Manapperuma visits. People’s furious
protests are Broadcast. Settled after police
intervention.

56 seconds

ITN Not reported

S.L.R.C Not reported

Channel Duration News 28.07.2013

Sirasa 3.min. A fasting led by Ven. Siridhamma launched
at Wiliveriya Playground. Commenced at

07.sec. 12 noon. Chairman, Pradesiya Sabha
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Gampaha said they would arrange a
discussion with Susil PremJayanth at 2 p.m.
tomorrow.

Swarnavahini 9.min.42 Reproached authorities for not visiting the
place. Ven. Theripdha SiriDhamma, Chief
Incumbent, Galoluwa Temple would
commence the fasting. Antiriot police were
stranded at ease. Mr. L. P. Kularathna,
D.I.G of the area calls on and asks not to
obstruct Road. He says that he has arranged
a discussion with Mr. Basil Rajapaksha the
following day at 3.30 p.m.

Hiru 1.min. 58 Chief Incumbent of Galoluwa Sambodhi
sec. Temple commences fasting. D.1.G, S.P.,

says that the following day at Gampaha

District Secretariat a discussion will be

held. When people heard about the

postponement of the meeting to be held on

that day to the next day, they become

agitated.
Derana Does not report incident.
ITN Does not report incident.
S.LR.C Does not report incident.
Channel Duration News 29.07.2013
Sirasa 3.min. Residents ‘of 10 villages including
21sec. Gampaha, Sivaralamulla, Nadungamuwa,

Uhuralamulla, are anticipating a discussion
at 2.00 p.m. today. A farmer says that some
7 or 8 farmers have lost their lives. News 1%
carry out a special investigation into this.
Death of Melani Asangika Pieris, 39, some
3 months ago. 60-year-old Anula Airangani
Senarath who lost her eye sight are taken to
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account. For the last number of years
cultivable land has been abandoned.

Swarnavahini Not Reported
Hiru Not Reported
Derana Assault by ruffians on Mervin Silva’s son is

the principal news item.

ITN Not Reported
S.LR.C Not Reported
Channel Duration News 30.07.2013
Sirasa 05min. The priest goes on fasting. With a view to
20sec. representing all the groups at the discussion,

a committee has been appointed. The report
has been called for within 2 weeks. The
factory has been besieged by obstructers.
Some more priests have joined the fasting.
Three priests are fasting now. DIG Western
Pro. Anura Senanayake, Mervin Silva and
arrive in. Till they go to courts next day
Marvin Silva requests to close the factory. It
is done.

Swarnavahini 07 min. It is said that people have been on the road
since last Saturday. Police and Army is on

49 sec. the alert. Protest goes on.
Hiru 2 min. Factory is provisionally closed down.
People are still near the factory. They
38 sec.

besiege the factory at 8 pm. STF, Riot
Police and army was stationed. Anura
Senanayaka and Mervin Silva were present
in the morning. Factory was temporarily
closed. Hiru is carrying out a special
investigation. Offers information about
Kudumirislanda area. Asidity in the area is
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high. Ph value in water is 3.9. This report
was presented by Ananda Méadagedera and
Bhatiya Attanayaka.

Derana 2 min. Ven. Siridhamma says that he is going to do
a deadly fasting next 15™.Mervyn closes
down the factory. Reports that people who
do not accept it go on protesting.

45 sec.

ITN Does not report incident.

S.LR.C Does not report incident.

Channel Duration News 31.07.2013

Sirasa Presents a review of Ratupaswala incident.
Palita Senaratne, Attorney—at-law says that on
that day police did not arrange the case in
relevant manner. Ven.Gantaramulle S€elaranata
has a discussion with Ven.Siridhamma.
President is speaking to him over the phone and
trying to settle the problem.

Swarnavahini Anura Senanayaka explains over the phone. To
take legal action under section 98 of Penal Code
more than 5 statements are necessary. He says
only 4 statements are given.

Hiru Ratupaswala case is put off for next day.
Visuals are presented. Since previous day
factory road is closed. Reports that the courts
said that it cannot make an order to close down
the factory only on the basis of 4 complaints.
Courts made an order to get reports from 5
establishments.

Water Resource Board

Central Environmental Bureau

Medical Superintendent of Health
Government Analyst’s reports are called
for. Courts say that it has no authority to
make an order to people to relinquish

PodE
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the occupation (obstruction) of the
factory road.

Derana Keeps on reminding old news. Says the case
was not filed under Section 98. Convince that
police wilfully refrain from bringing this matter
to the notice of the courts.

ITN Does not report incident.
S.LR.C Does not report incident.
Channel Duration News 01.07.2013
Sirasa 6.30 Special news. (Gothabhaya Rajapaksha) has

decided to close down the factory temporarily.
Then it was revealed that there had been even a
conflict.

Swarnavahini 5.30 Outcry of 10 villages for 6 days. Blocked New
Kandy Road at Wéliweriya and Kandy Road at
Balummahara. Reference made includes use of
teargas, water-cannon, a number of people
being injured, case put off for 22" August.
Shops in Waliweriya closed down, police and
Army using discretion, 13 admitted to
Watupitiwala hospital some lost life, Water
Board has been ordered to supply water.

Hiru 7.17 New Army Chief assumes duties Obstructors
assaulted. Even the media artists are hurt. A
priest explains Magistrate Gampaha needs
reports within 2 weeks. Factory is closed for 2
weeks.

Derana Broadcast of attempted murder of Mrs.
Mandana Ismail.

ITN Does not report incident.

S.LR.C Does not report incident.
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Channel Duration News 02.07.2013

Sirasa 4.47 It is said investigation is made by Colombo
Crime Division. Army Mediaspoke man Rowan
Wanigasuriya says a separate investigation will
be made by Army. Corpse of the student is in
Gampaha Hospital. 41 injured are still in 5
hospitals. Gampaha- Biyagama Road, closed
last night is open this morning. Even at the
moment Police and Army keep watch. Dead
student K.A. D. Akhila Dinesh 17studied at
Bandujoti  College, Yakkala resided at
Helanwatta, Wiliweriya. It is said that Ven.
Teripédh&Thero threatened to kill. The injured
are given treatment in Gampaha, Watupitiwala,
Uduwila, Ragama, Colombo Hospitals. Marvyn
Silva, Sarath Fonseka etc. visit Hospitals.

Swarnavahini 7.53 37 people including 9 security officials are still
in hospital. How did a clash arise following the
fulfilment of peoples need. Army is hit with
petrol bombs & bottles filled with sand.
Discussion will be held at Dist. Sec. Gampaha
led by Basil some political stooges who are
addressing the media on behalf of the Govt. are
behind the issue. He refers to removal of 120
JVP supporters from factory. 8 out of the
injured are in National hospital 3 in I.C.U.
Visuals Mervyn’s visit to Hospital Gampaha.

Hiru 16.57 Information divulged cause of death of the
student in Waéliweriya clash was shooting.
Colombo crime Investigation begins inquiries.
Hiru broadcasts at 6.30 pm what a spectator
supplied them. Telecast is on shooting which
occurs as if in a war. Electricity is disconnected.
Teargas The road about 200 meters from
Wiliweriya Town towards Helanwatta is
stained with blood. This post-war position is
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reported by Sandun Arosha Fernando. The
media was prevented from reporting what
happened at night. A multitude of shops in the
town damaged. Only after the arrival of the
head priest St. Anthony church Waliweriye the
people who occupied it left the place. Church
has been shot. As RuvanVanigasekara said
Army has assisted police. People who had been
in church and assented scold army. 5-member
committee has been appointed by the army. Its
chairman is Jagath Dias. Information about
deceased Akhila Dinesh. He was in Gr. 12.
Discus, iron ball all island player. Human Right
Commission sent a group special representative.
Views of Pratibha Mahanama, Dalas, Vijita
Herat, Ranil, Fonseka, PubuduJayakody, Ven.
Ratana — discussion of Basil to give 300 water
tanks, 10 tractors, water Pumps arrangement
will be made.

Derana 15.44 Who set fire at Ratupaswala.0larmy official
injured all injured include 30. Father Cyril
Parish priest ready to help people taken to
custody by police by bailing out Karu
Jayasuriya.

ITN Who caused bloodshed in Ratupaswala. Object
of Peratugamin of Ratupaswala coup d'etat is
warriors. Information about the band of
motorcyclists who peregrinated round the
village is disclosed. Brigadier Desapriya
Gunawardana who went to secure safety says
this was done by Peratugamin, Diaspora and
NGOOs

S.L.R.C 4.47 Buddhika Siriwardana police media announcer
says that investigations will be held. 5 officials
and 35 civilians are injured. Even O.I.C.
Waéliweriya is injured. Visuals of Basil and
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participants of his discussion. Crowd includes
Lasantha Alagiya-wanna Minister, Prasanna
Ranatunga Chief Minister PMM Ruwan
Wijewardana Waruna Rajapaksha  Ajith
Mannapperuma, Sunil Wijeratne Provincial
Council Chairman Dilip Raj Gampaha
Pradesiya Sabha chairman Officials of
Environment Health Water Resources Priest
Ciril Gamini also makes a statement.

Channel Duration News 03.07.2013

Sirasa 5.16 Inquiries are being held. Akhila Dinesh’s
Corpse is placed in his home. Police escort is
also given till burial. Arrangements are made to
supply drinking water. A woman says while
some places are given twice or thrice a day
some other places are given once in 2 or 3 days.

Swarnavahini 3.08 36 are still in hospital. Investigations by a
number of sections. Town is calm.
Investigations by Colombo Crime Division 5-
member committee. Ravi Karunanayake has
visited the place.

Hiru 4.55 Five-member Committee headed by Jagath Dias
will be making inquiries. Says Army
Announcer. Ruwan Wanigasuriya situation
come back to normal. 150 tanks given to
distribute water. Condition of another youth is
critical 8 in National hospital. 3 in I.C.U. 15 out
of 30 at Gampaha hospital are still under
treatment. Statement Daya Ratnayake Army
Chief made in Kandy is broadcast.

Derana 4.36 (New) Army chief visiting Ven. MahaNayakas
& addresses the media says that a committee is
appointed. Chairman of this committee is Major
General Jagat Dias. Report is requested within 2
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weeks.

ITN 2.16 Don’t try to gain political advantages from this
death. Lakpriya Nonis chief priest mission
house comments Army appoint 5 man
commission to inquire into the incident.

S.LR.C 4.39 At the meeting held to review progress on 26"
by Mahinda Rajapaksha.
Channel Duration News 04.07.2013
Sirasa 6.38 Death tolls reach 3 at Ratupaswala. Ravishan

Perera, a student, 19 residents Bandarawatta,
Wiliweriya died this morning. Mr. Nilantha
Pushpakumara, 29, resident Udahéntenna,
Gampola died this afternoon. Teacher of
Ravishan Perera, Chaminda. offers his opinion
on him. Mine Bureau examines the soil
surrounding the factory. Human Right
Commission has begun work. Announcement
issued by a chief of factory is presented.

Swarnavahini 2.0 Army Media Announcer requests not to blame
the army till the reports are received.

Hiru 7.15 News of the day-speaks out on death of
Ravishan  Perera. Report on Nilantha
Pushpakumara. He is from Gampaha,
Kohuwala. He worked in Biyagama. He was
boarded here. In addition to S.T.F., Army,
Police and people another party was involved.
Says Army media announcer
RuwanVanigasuriya

Derana 4.00 Report on Ravishan Perera. He was to sit A/L
this year. Akhila Dinesh’s funeral. Hayleys Co.
Dip Product PLC says it is a work of some
people who wanted to muddle up.
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ITN 5.9 Funeral of Akhila Dinesh 2 more die of injuries.
Answers to blame put on the army.
Announcement of Dip Product 18% of global
need of rubber gloves is produced. Company
runs with all permits of environment. Water is
given by Gampaha Pradeshiyasabha. Ranjith
Gunawardana says 350 tanks and 8 bowsers.
Within one-year pipelines will be Ilaid.
(Information was not obtained by calling on the
residents) A weekend paper says Gothabhaya
will have to go to courts for assigning the case

to army.

S.LR.C 2.14 Has there been some other party behind the
scenes? Death of schoolboy Akhila Dinesh is
broadcast

Channel Duration News 05.07.2013
Sirasa 6.8 Patients are still under treatment. Nilantha

Pushpakumara is referred to. He was married. A
father of a child of 1 Y2 years. Christian priests
pay their last respect to Ravishan Perera. He
studied at St. Peter’s College, Udugampola.
Even the brother of Roshan Chanaka who died
some years ago in the Pension clash of
Katunayaka Trade Zone is present at the
funeral. It is 2 years 2 months and 4 days since
he was killed. Human Right Council has begun

inquiry.
Swarnavahini Does not report incident.
Hiru Does not report incident.
Derana 2.28 Human rights Commission says that

investigations are in progress. Mass media
people have been attacked says by Mandana
Smile. The media was not attacked - Army
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spokesman.
ITN Does not report incident.
S.LR.C Does not report incident.

Analysis

First of all differences between the channels of the media in reporting this incident
should be identified. The following table shows the duration of each channel allotted
to this incident during the period of 10 days.

Table 3: Airtime allotted by 6 TV channels during a period of 10 days

Channel Sirasa Swarnavahini Hiru Derana ITN S.L.R.C.

Airtime  46.38  40.26 35.56 33.58 155 11.40

It is the channel Sirasa which allotted the highest airtime for reporting this incident.
i.e., 46 minutes 38 seconds. The least airtime was allotted by SLRC, i.e., 11.40. The
three channels Swarnavahini, Hiru, and Derana to a great extent allotted a moderate
airtime for the above case. It was Sirasa which continuously furnished reports
concerning these incidents during the period of 10 days. S.L.R.C was the channel
least paid attention to the case. S.L.R.C. and ITN both state media establishments
commenced reporting the incident only on 01.08.2013 after the public uproar which
ended in one individual being killed on the spot and some 40 others injured by the
army. The aim of the two channels S.L.R.C. and ITN is to convince the spectator
that the government is not responsible for this occurrence, and that the armed forces
and the police are two parties free from guilt who interfered merely to safeguard
security, and that it is an event stirred up by JVP. Nevertheless, according to a
videotape of a spectator broadcast on 22.08.2013 by the channel Hiru what quite
clearly proved was at least 500 bullets were being fired by both the army and the
police within the relevant period 15 minutes and 44 seconds at the spot in question.
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It resembled just some scenes of war. The other fact of great importance is that the
two state channels refrained from presenting any information obtained from those
who were involved in the incident by visiting the spot where it occurred. They
simply present voice cuts of individuals they need to use as means by which to
prove the justification of the shooting. None of these channels present a scientific
and experimental programme in respect of this incident. The channel Sirasa visits
the locality and presents a documentary of the water crisis of its residents on
29.07.2013. The documentary shows the fact that the water in the area is not suitable
for drinking and certain instances of some deaths and illness caused by the
consumption of the water. The channel Hiru which visited the village Kudumirissa
on 30.07.2013 says that the Ph value of the water in that place is 3.9. This
observation is conducted by Ananda Madagedera and Bhatiya Attanayake. Both
these reports pay attention to the problem connected with the water. No channel
takes trouble to see whether the factory is or is not responsible for the issue in hand.
If such a study has been done, the incident in question would not have ended up in
the manner referred to above. At every press conference dealt with this incident all
the microphones used bore the signs of all respective television and radio channels
operative in Sri Lanka in front of the speaker who addressed the gathering. Thus, in
all the channels one and the same visuals were in sight. All the events such as the
new Army Commander’s answer he gave addressing the media following his visit to
MahaNayakaTheras in Kandy, and then DIG Western Province Mr. Anura
Senanayake’s address after the assault of the army on protestors, all these things
broadcast by Sirasa, Swarnavahini, Hiru and Derana were in one and the same
identical manner. So, it is pretty obvious that the media functioned in relating to this
occurrence with the object of creating an attractive narrative. It was only the frame
of the state media which differed from that of others when playing its role in the
process. While the frame of the narrative of the private media created was closer to
truth than that of the state media which was much falser. This crisis which affected

about 1000 people in Gampaha area was not at all an issue of importance to the
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National Television channel. It is clearly manifested from the allotment of exactly a
half of its airtime by SLRC meant for the news broadcast to “Ranaviru Real star”,
the introduction of a performing programme especially at a time when “the
Ratupaswala uproar” has already reached its uppermost position (the highest level)
on the 28" day. This shows clearly to what extent are the state media establishments
sensitive to problems of the public. In presenting the series of these happenings to
the spectator what the media did was simply to create “hero” and “villain” (two
extremes in the drama) and nothing beyond that. The following gives the nature of

the narrative.

Table 4: Narrative Patterns of private televisions — 1

Narrative Patterns of private televisions
Hero Villain
People of Ratupaswala 1. Dipped Products PLC
Ven. Terip&h4 Siridhamma 2. L.G. Kularatne (D.1.G.)
Lakpriya Nonis 3. Mervyn Silva
Akhila Dinesh (the 1°* deceased) 4. Anura Senanayake
5
7

Nilanta Pushpakumara (the 2" deceased) . The army
ChamindaVanigasekara(the 3 deceased) . Desapriya Gunawardana
(Brigadier)
8. Dalas Alahapperuma
9. P.A Government

oA W

Table 5: Narrative Patterns of state televisions — 2

Narrative Patterns of state televisions

Hero Villain
1. Desapriya Gunawardana the Brigadier and e Janatha Vimukti
the army Peramuna
2. Army media announcer e  Peratugami Party
3. Anura Senanayake e Dias Pora
4. Basil Rajapaksha e  Unidentified
band

5. Mahinda Rajapaksha
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The channel Derana broadcast a voice cut of Mr. Mahesh Rajasoma on behalf of the
management of Dipped Products PLC on 02.08.2013. It was only through the news
broadcasts of Derana channel that we were able to find a different picture (approach)
somewhat dialectic approach to the issue in question, i.e., these series of happenings
connected with the water crisis in Ratupaswala. While expressing their distress over
the case and stressing on the innocence of the matter Dipped Products Company
issued a statement on 04.08.2013 and it was transmitted over the channels “Sirasa”,

“Derana”, and ITN. ITN allots more airtime to the announcement than shvs.
Findings:

1. Although the state media establishments depend on public funds, they do
not pay due response/sensitivity to issues of the public. They tend to
broadcast news pertaining to various state projects and neglecting burning
issues of the masses.

2. In case of this particular issue the state media institutes pay no attention to
opinions of the masses or their visual display but make public merely the
views of officials and the authorities.

3. Private media houses pay particular attention to burning questions of the
masses. They are ready to interfere with such matters too.

4. All the media establishments are, in general interested especially merely in
reporting incidents but none of them perform an exploratory investigation.

5. All the media houses narrate events and conditions as they please to create a
“hero” and a “villain”.

6. None of the media bodies goes beyond dialectic insight. They do not
examine events and conditions through a pluralistic angle/approach.

7. Due to pluralization of the media, pluralistic characteristics can be found in
news broadcasts.

8. As | observe with the exception of immense difference in content between

media houses of the state and that of private sector bodies owing to
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pluralization of the media no sufficient qualitative pluralism has been

brought about in it.
Conclusion

It can be stated with conviction that the media diversification or multiplication of
their number also have paved the way for pluralistic differences in media content
only if media houses of the state are compared with that of the private sector. The
conclusion which can be drawn by an investigation into in what manner 6 TV
channels within a period of 10 days broadcast a single event is that the content of
none of those channels contained a pluralistic character with a qualitative value.
Further, on the other hand, it must be added that when attention is paid to alternative
media associated with the internet, they contain a more pluralistic content. The
present observation is restricted merely to the television media.
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e A sketch showing how ground water can get polluted.

e Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 3 September
1981, 1249 UNTS 13 [CEDAW], Article 14(2)(h); Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2
September 1990, 1577 UNTS 3 Article 24(2)(c)

e Constitutions - Congo — Constitution of 2005 Article 48; Kenya — Constitution of Kenya
Act 2010 Article 43(1)(d); South Africa — Constitution of 1996 section 27(1)(b); Uruguay —
Constitution of 2004 Article 47; Judicial Decisions — Belgium - Judgment N° 36/98 Belgian
Court of Arbitration, 1 April 1998; Bangladesh - DrMohiuddinFarooque v Bangladesh Writ
Petition 998 of 1994, CA 24 of 1995, Supreme Court of Bangladesh, Appellate Division
(Civil), 25 July; India - Subhash Kumar v State of Bihar and Others (1991) AIR 420; Ireland
- Gladys Ryan v The Attorney General [1965] IR 294; Nepal - Advocate Prakash Mani
Sharma and Others v Nepal Drinking Water Corporation and Others, Supreme Court of
Nepal, Writ Petition 2237/1990 (10 July 2001)

e  “The Human Right to Water and Sanitation“UNGARes 64/292 (3 August 2010) UN Doc
A/RES/64/292

e  “Human rights and Access to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation HRC Res 15/9, (6
October 2010) UN Doc A/HRC/RES/15/9

e  General Assembly Department of Public Information, ,,General Assembly adopts resolution
recognizing access to clean water, sanitation“<http://www.un.org /News/Press

/docs/2010/gal0967.doc.htm> accessed 28 July 2014.

e Ministry of Water Supply and Drainage, National Drinking Water Policy s 4, 6(1) found at
<http://www.waterboard.lk/Scripts/htm/ Publications/Drinking_Water_Policy updated.pdf>
accessed 28 July 2014
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Abstract

A segment of the Tamil youth population started to engage in aggressive anti-government
activities in the Jaffna peninsula beginning from the early 1970s. Various researchers have
observed from diverse perspectives the reasons for the emergence of militancy among the
Tamil youth. This study will attempt to find the reasons for the Tamil youth’s political
uprising and whether it was triggered at least in part by the deprivation they suffered in the
society. To do that the study will analyze how the deprivations they had to face led to
frustration among the Tamil youth. It was this frustration that acted as a strong influence
and the motivating factor behind the emergence of the militancy. This is a qualitative
research on this topic based on content analysis and the theory of relative deprivation that
uses the case study method. Data were collected from text documents and supplemented by
conducting interviews. Field surveys were conducted in the three villages of Meesalai,
Valvettithurai and Varani of Jaffna peninsula. Altogether 44 individuals were interviewed.
Most of them were elderly people who had experiences of the issues of the 1970s in Jaffna
peninsula. In-depth interviews and focus group discussions were conducted with them. This
research revealed that both “egoistic” and “fraternalistic” relative deprivation existed among

Tamil youth in the 1970s because of the disadvantageous position in which they found
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themselves in comparison to the privileged reference group within the same society. Both
individual-centered and group-centered relative deprivation existed among the Tamil youth.
However, group-centered relative deprivation played the most prominent role. Lower caste
Tamil youth had to suffer “double deprivation.” Various forms of relative deprivation-based
grievances existed among Tamil youth in the 1970s and these compulsions acted strongly to

steer them along the militant path.
Keywords: Caste, Relative deprivation, Sinhala majoritarianism, Tamil youth
Introduction

During the early post-independence period the leadership of Tamil political groups
was comprised of high caste (Vellalah) Tamils, who mostly hailed from Jaffna. They
mainly adopted non-violent and democratic methods to fight for Tamil rights®.
However, beginning from the mid-1970s, a group of Tamil youth of the Jaffna
peninsula in Sri Lanka started political agitations in an effort to win certain rights
and benefits from the government. Many studies have examined the background and
contributory causes that were behind the Sri Lankan Tamil militant movement of the
1970s. For example, some studies by Roberts (2009), Little (1994), Bond (1988)
have observed there is a connection between Sinhala Buddhist nationalism and the
emergence of the Sri Lankan conflict. Similarly, some scholars have categorized the
Sri Lankan conflict as a religion based or language predicated conflict (De Silva,
1988, a, b; Devotta, 2007; Obeysekara, 1984). Some researchers have identified
“Tamil nationalism” as a powerful cause that motivated the Tamil youth (Wilson,
1994, 1998, 2000; Gunasingham, 1999). A number of recent studies (for example,
Abeyratne, 2002; Perera, 2001; Tambiah, 1986; Shanmugaratnam & Stokke, 2004;
Stokke & Ryntveit, 2000) on the Tamil youth insurrection have explored the

underlying causes of the violent conflict and suggest that it was due to the presence

% However, even before the 1970s some violent incidents occurred in Jaffna. In the 1950s and 1960s
there were violent protests against certain policies of Sri Lankan governments. But those incidents
were not significant when compared with the violent activities of the 1970s and 1980s in the
peninsula.
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of inequalities that prevented them from accessing political power and economic
resources. Another perspective in this regard was that elite politicians were the chief
group who created communal problems in this country (Kerney, 1985; Wilson,
1982; Tambiah, 1986; De Silva, 1981). According to this observation, the majority
Sinhalese or minority Tamils were not behind this problem. Another popular
argument is that the colonial rulers were responsible for creating this situation
(Gunasingham, 1999; De Silva, 1972; Bandarage, 2009). Some researchers have
pointed out that the Tamil youth came forward to engage in a double revolution
(Balasuriya, 2012; Mahindapala, 2016; Silva & Tanges, 2009 (b); Hoole, 2003;
Shammugathasan, 2008; Rasanen, 2015; Plaffenberger, 1982). First, they wanted to
enjoy the same opportunities as those available to the majority Sinhala community
and secondly, they wanted to change the regressive Tamil society by eliminating its
pernicious caste system. According to some of the commentators, the most
significant factors in the Sri Lankan conflict seemed to be myths and history
(Gunasingham, 1999; Dharmadasa, 1988; Kemper, 1988; Rajanayakam, 1990;
Spencer, 1990).

Reasons for the emergence of the uprising by Tamil youth in the 1970s cannot be
attributed to any single cause. It emerged due to multiple factors that were mostly
interlinked. Many of the recent studies have examined these issues from different
perspectives. However, it is difficult to find any recent analysis regarding the
background conditions of the Sri Lankan Tamil militant movement that has been
carried out from the perspective of “Relative deprivation and the resulting
frustration.” In respect of that, this research expects to determine whether there was
any relative deprivation and resulting frustration among the Tamil youth of Jaffna
peninsula in the early 1970s and how they influenced the Tamil youth uprising of

the time.

Theoretical and Methodological Application
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As defined by social theorists and political scientists, relative deprivation theory
suggests that people are likely to feel a sense of deprivation if they think they are
being denied something considered essential in their society, such as for example
money, rights, political voice, status etc. when compared to some reference group or
person that is enjoying those benefits. However, it is recognized that a simple
feeling of deprivation is not considered significant even if someone is frustrated
about something. Frustration based feelings acquire significance only when a person
or group compares its own situation with that of another reference group. Walter
Runciman listed four necessary conditions if people are to sense a feeling of relative

deprivation:

A person does not have something.
e This person knows other people who have that thing.
e This person also wants to have that thing.

e This person believes they have a reasonable chance of getting the thing.
(Runciman, 1966)

Some researchers have argued that relative deprivation mainly existed in two forms,
namely as individual-based relative deprivation (IRD) and group-based relative
deprivation (GRD) (Osborne et al., 2015). Accordingly, when a person suffers some
sort of deprivation relative to other individuals, that kind of deprivation is known as
IRD. In contrast, when a person feels his group is deprived relative to other groups
that can be identified as GRD. Presence of IRD and GRD can result in four
categories of people who experience relative deprivation. They are (i) people who
suffer high IRD and high GRD (i.e., ‘doubly deprived’), (ii) people who suffer high
IRD and low GRD, (iii) people who suffer low IRD and high GRD, (iv) people who
suffer low IRD and low GRD (Osborne et al., 2015; Runciman, 1966; Foster &
Matheson, 1995).
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Runciman drew a distinction between “egoistic” and “fraternalistic” relative
deprivation. Egoistic relative deprivation occurs when a comparison is made
between an individual’s circumstances and that of a reference group. A comparison
that is unfavorable to one can result in discontentment and unhappiness. Fraternal
relative deprivation occurs when an unfavorable comparison is made between one
social group (this may be based on race, language, religion, caste, social class, etc.)
and another. Such comparisons can lead to substantial social discontent that could

erupt into political protest, riots, and in extreme cases, social revolution.

Ted Gur also makes certain observations about the relationship between deprivation
and violence. He expounds in “Why Men Rebel” (2010), that if people feel they are
being deprived of something (especially regarding sundry rights like welfare,
linguistic, religious, and other benefits) when comparing their position with those
around them, it engenders feelings of discontent within them. This also happens
when they realize that they have less of that which they believe themselves to be
entitled to, so a gap is opened between their aspirations and their achievements.
These problems always arise among deprived groups. As pointed out by Gur, ‘the
tension that develops from the discrepancy between “ought” and the “is” is of
collective value contentment’, and this disposes men to become violent (Gur, 2010,
p. 23). Therefore, relative deprivation and the resultant discontent are identified as
potential causes of conflicts within and between organizations. In the case of a
country, it can lead to political violence, such as conflicts, rioting, terrorism, civil

wars and other instances of malefaction.

This is a qualitative research that is based on the theory of relative deprivation and
uses the case study method. In this context, as the first step of the data collection
process the researcher was able to gather a large volume of subject related secondary
information from various text documents. This process mainly depended on a desk-
based review of literature and the perusal of other related documents that were most

relevant to the main research area. Through the literature survey, a vast amount of
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data contained in documents and news reports published in local and international
newspapers and websites about the Sri Lankan conflict was accessed. In addition,
other sources that were used for this purpose were books, research papers,
monographs, theses, etc. Relevant contemporary documents preserved in the Sri
Lankan National Archives were also scrutinized, such as contemporary Hansards,
contemporary newspapers and various acts promulgated by successive governments,
etc. Following the collection of literature-based text materials, researcher engaged in
a field study to assess the validity and authenticity of these findings. A field survey
was conducted in the three villages of Meesalai, Valvettithurai and Varani of Jaffna
peninsula. Research sample comprised 44 persons, representing 30 males and 14
females. Most of them were elderly people who possessed extensive experiences of
the events that occurred in the 1970s in Jaffna peninsula of Sri Lanka. Valvettithurai
emerged as the main center of militant activities in the early 1970s. For that reason,
60% of the sample was selected from Valvettithurai. In-depth interviews and focus
group discussions were conducted in all three areas to collect reliable qualitative
information. Key informant interviews were conducted with knowledgeable people

in the surrounding villages and with officials of government institutions.

Content analysis method was used to analyse the data. As the first step of the data
analysis process all the collected data were coded. Secondly, all the data were
categorized to suit the main research aim. In order to do that numerous details that
were not relevant to the main research aims were omitted. Also, in the case of partial
viewpoints and incomplete information that were received, they were checked for
reliability. Whenever information seemed incomplete or less reliable, all the
information collected from the literature and interviews were cross-checked during
the analysis and the reliable information was extracted. In the end it was possible to
arrive at certain plausible conclusions by comparing all related details with each

other.

Tamil militancy in the Jaffna peninsula
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The violent activities that primarily emerged from the beginning of 1970 were
mainly centred on two places of different social backgrounds — one in the Jaffna
University and the other in Valvettithurai (VVT), a fishing village in the North of
the Jaffna peninsula, well-known as a hotspot for smuggling of goods from India
(Stokke, 2006). The violence prone youth from the Jaffna University were mostly
Science and Mathematics educated unemployed graduates. Most of them were from
the Jaffna high caste (Vellalah) families. However, VVT became a hotbed of violent
activities in the 1970s long before the Jaffna University. The reason was mainly
because VVT was already well established as a popular location for underworld
activities. Many of the smugglers were also engaged in gun running and a variety of
other illegal trades. Therefore, an unusually high number of military personalities
had been stationed there. This scenario created the perfect background to create
tension between the military forces and the Tamils. Mostly, the militant youth from
VVT had only a basic level of education due to being affected by caste injustices
and a bad socio-economic setup. They strongly espoused radicalism and violence.
Gradually they became the dominant force in society by exceeding the strength of

the Vellalah based radical group from the Jaffna University.

As pointed out earlier, the Sri Lankan Tamil militant movement emerged due to a
number of grievances the youth harboured. Among those reasons was the frustration
felt by the Tamil youth in Jaffna in the 1970s as a result of relative deprivation, and
this can be identified as a powerful factor. Relative deprivation related frustrations
influenced the Tamil youth in two different ways. First, the lower caste Tamil youth
deeply resented the Vellalah caste hegemony and the resultant injustices their people
had endured during the course of the past several hundred years. Even in the 1970s
this situation proved highly detrimental to the lower castes. Particularly, the Tamil

youth of VVT were badly deprived because of the injustices of the caste system.

Caste System in the Tamil Society

94



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
Over thousands of years the depressed caste Tamil people had been subjected to
Vellalah hegemony, based on the traditional caste system and its injustices. Ragavan
(2009) who was an early Tamil militant leader presented a clear idea regarding
contemporary Tamil society. “I think the Jaffna Tamil society is structurally violent
because of the caste system. When an upper caste man’s honour is questioned, he
uses violence to assert his authority.” This observation is sufficient to convey an
idea of how the lower caste Tamil people had to face discrimination by the dominant
upper caste. As pointed out by Silva et al. (2009), the caste system among Sri
Lankan Tamils in Jaffna can be seen to be very rigid, with clearly defined patterns of

inequality, discrimination, and social rejection (p. 06).

The Jaffna caste system had an inverted pyramidal structure with the Vellalah in the
dominant top position (Banks, 1960; Mahroof, 2000; Pfaffenberger, 1982;
Siddarthan, 2003). Simon Casie Chetty (1934) identified more than 65 castes among
Sri Lankan Tamils. However, most studies by national and international authors
(Banks, 1960; David, 1974; Pfaffenberger, 1982; Rasanen, 2015) have estimated a
little more than twenty castes in the peninsula. Those castes are listed here according
to their population strength in Jaffna. Vellalah (land owner, farmer) 50.0%,
Karaiyar (deep-sea fisherman) 10.0%, Nalavar (praedial laborer) 9.0%, Pallar
(praedial laborer) 9.0%, Koviar (domestic servant) 7.0%, Paraiyar (drummer) 2.7%,
Thachchar (carpenter) 2.0%, Mukkuvar (lagoon fisher) 2.0%, Pantaram (garland
maker) 1.0%, Vannar (washer) 1.5%, Ambattar (barber/ hairdresser) 0.9%, Brahmin
(temple priest) 0.7%, and Thattar (goldsmith) 0.6%, Cantar (oil monger) 0.5%,
Kuyavar (potter) 0.5%, Kikular (weaver) 0.5%, Kollar (blacksmith) 0.4%, and
Nattuvar (musician) 0.2%. Further, Sivathamby (1995) has identified some other
castes in addition to above castes. These are, Saiva kurukkal (Vellalah who achieved
the status of temple priest), Nattuvar (temple drummers), Kaikkular, Chettikai/
Chiviar (those who carried palanquin for kings), Mukkuvar (fisherman) and
Turumpar (washers for paraiyar). Rasanen (2015) has confirmed that members of
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each and every caste mentioned here were to be found in Jaffna society even in
2015.

As pointed out by Sivathamby (2005), Vellalah and Brahmin castes are recognized
as high castes (p. 10). However, in practice the Vellalahs were able to dominate
society as the ratio of Brahmins was very low. Also, “---these Brahmins were being
employed only as temple priests. They were in fact salaried employees of the
Vellalah who managed the temples” (Banks, 1960, pp. 66—67). Mahindapala’s (n.d)
observation regarding the Vellalah’s hegemony of Jaffna was, “Jaffna had only one
identity, the identity of the Vellalahs. It was a closed society that did not permit
anything outside its rigidly conservative identity. The power and the insularity of the
Vellalahs, together with the exclusion of any external influences, gave them the
upper hand in Jaffna. Having eliminated all rivals there was no one to challenge
them so they resisted jealously and fiercely any intervention from any external or
internal quarter.” Under the hegemony of the Vellalahs Jaftna society continues its
feudal rituals and practices. Vellalahs were the traditional landowners in the society.
Also, during the colonial period they were able to access the best educational
resources, which allowed them to acquire proficiency in the English language and
other subjects. That and the close relationship they maintained with the colonial
rulers enabled them to enter the important professions and achieve political
representation. As Russell noted, “Under British rule, missionaries began setting up
schools in Jaffna and the American missionaries were allowed to function only in
Jaffna along with the British. The Jaffna Tamils, especially Vellalahs took to
education in a big way to gain upward mobility” (Russell, 1984, p. 35). In this
context they were able to further monopolize the whole of Jaffna society and
become wealthy and powerful. Rasanen (2015) explained this as follows, “Vellalahs
had a monopoly over land ownership, social leadership, education, the service
castes, places of worship and religious rituals, and thus over the entirety of Vellalah-
hood” (p. 74).
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In the Jaffna caste system, there was a historical categorization known as Kudimai
and Adimai. As pointed out by Rasanen (2015), those who worked as menials for the
Vellalah were categorized as Adimai (slaves), and those who lived around the
Vellalah and provided assistance in the Vellalah’s household matters were called
Kudimai (Rasanen, 2015, p. 82). According to Banks (1960), traditionally the
Vellalah people used to think that the Jaffna social system should be centered and
focused exclusively on them (Bank, 1960, p. 71). From the mid to late 19th century,
they had been living like tribal chieftains in the Jaffna society. The following
observation by Hocart sufficiently presents a picture of the Vellalah’s nature. “Like
a feudal lord with his vassals to serve him on all occasions, these slaves and vassals
came from different castes and served him in such capacity whenever the occasion
demanded. The vassals were called kudimai and the slaves as adimai” (Hocart,
1950, p. 07). This system of slavery was abolished by the colonial rulers in 1844,
But according to Tambiah (1954), “Although slavery was abolished legally, many of
the depressed classes remained as the de facto slaves of their masters for economic

reasons” (p. 85).

Among the above-mentioned castes, five castes were identified as the Panchamar
castes. They are Nalavar, Pallar, Paraiyar, Vannar (washers) and Ambattar
(barbers). They were called the depressed castes and during the 1960s and 1970s the
Vellalah hegemony over these five castes was immense (Rasanen, 2015, p. 83).
Also, except the Vannar (washers) other castes were referred to as “Untouchable.”
Traditionally, high caste Tamils identified ‘“Untouchables” as unclean.
“Untouchables” made up about 18 percent of the Jaffna population as compared to
nearly 50 percent for the Vellalah population in the peninsula in the pre-war period
(Silva et al., 2009, p. 06). The Panchamar castes were highly discriminated against
by the dominant Vellalah caste in matters such as temple entry, education,
employment, land ownership, marriages, and ceremonial functions, etc. According
to Silva et al. (2009a), Pfaffenberger (1982) and Rasanen (2015), a series of

customary prohibitions were applied to the Panchamar caste community by the
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Vellalah society. For example, they were not allowed to wear any kind of
respectable clothes or jewellery. Particularly, both men and women from the
“Untouchable” caste were traditionally forbidden to wear the upper garment
(Pfaffenberger, 1982, p. 52). Jane Russell related her experiences thus, “When I first
lived and studied in Jaffna in late 1973, there were elderly women who went around
the villages, streets and markets with no upper garment over their breasts” (Russell,
2015). Jane Russell further observed, “---where their nudity was demanded by upper
caste men and (presumably) by their wives, sisters and daughters, possibly these
upper caste women felt relief that they were excused this humiliating custom by the
Victorian prudery adopted by the English educated class of which they were part”
(Russell, 2015). Panchamar castes could not dress in white for any kind of rituals.
They were not allowed to wear shoes or use an umbrella when they had to go out.
Also, Panchamar castes were not allowed to worship in certain temples. They were
prevented from even going near the temples. They also could not marry without the
permission of the Vellalah. Further, as pointed out by Banks (1960, p. 65), people of
the washermen caste were not allowed to move around during daylight hours and
had to travel only at night. Depressed castes were not allowed to play music at either
auspicious or inauspicious functions. They were prohibited from riding bicycles and
driving cars, not allowed to sit while travelling in buses, and not allowed to sit on
chairs; they were also expected to bury their dead instead of cremating them like
other Hindus and were not permitted to draw water from public wells. They were
not expected to study or even allowed to enter the tea shops. As observed by
Rasanen (2015), “the depressed castes were not permitted to enter the verandah of a
high caste home. They were given tea in a discarded tin can, bottle, glass or a cup
not used by others. This practice was prevalent even in the year 2018 in some rural
Vellalah homes in Jaffna” (p. 86). By this practice, purity of domestic space was
preserved, which would otherwise be polluted by inviting the depressed castes
inside. The so-called lower caste Tamil people were socially deprived as a result of

such prohibitions that had prevailed from a historical era.
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Ragavan (2009) has recalled his own experiences in respect of the caste barriers in
Tamil society. “I remember entering a barber saloon (barbers belonged to the
oppressed castes) when | was small and asking the barber if he will allow Dalits
(untouchables) into his saloon. There was a big muscular farmer standing next to me
and he slapped me, because he was angry that | should even ask such a question.
Eventually, the barber saloon was closed, as the barber was scared of the upper
castes. After the saloon was closed, the barber started visiting people’s houses and
performed his work. Thus, particularly in the villages the caste system was very
strong. With the service castes of that time, there was no question of workers’ rights;
whether you were paid or not, you were expected to work.” Therefore, caste

injustice was one of the visible realities of life in the Tamil society.

Many elderly people from the depressed castes were interviewed by the researcher
and they confirmed that they had to suffer numerous deprivations as a result of the
caste injustices they had faced over the years, even as children. An elderly Tamil
citizen from VVT described an injustice inflicted on him at that time as a result of

the caste system that prevailed in Tamil society.

“We are toddy tappers of the Nalavar caste. We did not have an opportunity to live
on an equal footing with the Vellalah people in the 1960s and 1970s. When | was
eight years old, | suddenly got fever and went to get medicine for it with my mother.
As | was not feeling well, I sat down near a Vellalah caste person in the medical
center. He became very angry and scolded me and my mother. My mother and |

came outside immediately ” Key Informant 1 (12.11.2018).

The experience related above is sufficient to illustrate how the rights of deprived
lower caste Tamil people were violated by the high caste groups even as late as in
the 1970s. Depressed castes could not wear trousers, shorts, and shoes even when
attending school in the 1970s. Also, they had to keep some distance from Vellalah
caste students in the schools, including inside the classroom (Drawn from focus

group discussions held with lower caste Tamil citizens on 12.11.2018 in Meesalai).

99



Research Journal of the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka- Rohana 11, 2019
They could not use a bicycle or car. They were badly discriminated against in public
affairs even in the 1970s, and prevented access to water resources, laundries,
barbershops, cafés, and public transport. They could not enter certain temples as
Vellalahs felt that if depressed caste people entered temples, those places would
become unclean. Even when depressed caste people were able to enter some temples
at the time, strong discrimination existed inside the temple in the presence of
Vellalahs. An elderly Tamil citizen of VVT from a lower caste gave the following

account of his painful experience in connection with temple entry.

“If Vellalahs entered the temple we could not face them directly. My brother who
was eight years old at the time, talked to a Vellalah child in the temple. Angered by
this, the Vellalah mother thrashed my brother and severely admonished my mother
Key Informant 2 (13.11.2018).

Therefore, it is clear that the depressed caste Tamils suffered from intergroup
discrimination over thousands of years. There were no positive developments that
occurred in their livelihoods in the 1970s. So, they continued to live under the worst

social restrictions of the traditional caste system.
Majoritarian Sinhala Political Community and Tamil Youth

As pointed out earlier, high caste Tamils occupied high positions in the professional
and educational fields even during the colonial period. This enabled them to
maintain themselves at a higher social level (Tambiah, 1986; Spencer, 1990;
Bandarage, 2009; Hoole et al., 1990). High caste Tamils were able to stay in the
forefront, ahead of the Sinhala leaders in the political agitation movement during the
colonial period (Wickramasinghe, 1995, p. 25). During those times Tamils were not
regarded as a minority community either by others or even by themselves; rather,
they were on a par with the majority Sinhalese community (De Silva, 1967, p. 90).
As pointed out by Wickramasinghe (1995),
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“This state of affairs placed the Tamils, who formed only 11% of the total
population of the country, on an equal footing with the Sinhalese, 43% of whom
were Low Country Sinhalese and 24% were Kandyan Sinhalese. The psychological
legacy of this was that until the mid-1920s, the Ceylon Tamils saw themselves as

the dominant community” (p. 29).

Beginning from the 1930s the British rulers began applying democratic principles to
the socio-political setup of Ceylon. During the post-independence period the
government continued this policy by further democratizing the socio-political setup.
Applying these democratic principles allowed the Sinhalese to establish themselves
in a much stronger position in the socio-political and economic fields compared to
the Tamils due to their far greater numerical strength. With the erosion of the
previous position enjoyed by the Vellalah Tamils, they became frustrated as those
positions came to be increasingly filled by the Sinhalese. Moreover, when they
compared their position with that of contemporary Sinhalese society, they were
worried. Even though the evolution of majority dominance is a natural phenomenon
in the socio-economic and political fields under the practice of open competition
based on democratic principles, the high caste Tamils were not ready to accept the
majority, minority concept. They expected equal parity for both nationalities. In this
context they felt they were relatively deprived compared to the Sinhalese (Focus
group discussion held with Vellalah caste Tamil citizens of Meesalai on
08.02.2018).

The post-independence social welfare and human development indicators of Sri
Lanka were at a higher level compared to the other South Asian countries. However,
economic growth was not at a high level when compared with social welfare
development. Nevertheless, as a result of the social welfare development the Sri
Lankan population increased significantly so that in the 1970s the population of the
youth community was extremely high in comparison to the population of older
people. Supported by free education and post-independence welfare developments

most Sri Lankan youth received a good education and naturally they expected to
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secure profitable positions and acquire upward social mobility. But as the economy
was tottering at the time, the government was unable to provide employment
opportunities for such a vast number of educated youths. Therefore, unemployment,
underemployment, poverty and youth unrest were rampant among both Sinhala and
Tamil youth. The discontented Sinhalese youth then began to engage in violent

actions against the government in 1971.

Frustration was a common issue of the time but the Tamil politicians, high caste
Tamil youth and lower caste Tamil youth assumed that they were the only affected
parties and that the Sinhalese community was in a better position when compared
with their own situation. They also perceived certain policies implemented by
successive Sri Lankan governments during the post-independence period as well as
in the 1970s as being favourable to the Sinhalese while subjecting the Tamils to
deprivations. Prime Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike introduced the Official
Language Act, no. 33 of 1956, which made Sinhala the only official language of
Ceylon in 1956. Later, in the 1972 constitution, the government re-affirmed Sinhala
as the official language, and declared that Buddhism shall have the “foremost place”
(The Constitution of Sri Lanka, 1972, pp. 4, 5). However, it should be mentioned
here that the constitution has clearly pointed out that protection will be afforded to
all religions and to the cultures of all communities in Sri Lanka (The Constitution of
Sri Lanka, 1972, p. 12). In addition, the constitution contains a number of clauses
aimed at protecting the language rights of the Tamil community (The Constitution of
Sri Lanka, 1972, pp. 5-7). Even though the upper caste Tamil leaders did not agree
with some of these provisions they expected to enjoy an equal status with the
majority community in the national political arena. Tamil leaders claimed these
legislative enactments would bring in an era of “apartheid” with the Sinhalese as the
“masters and rulers” and Tamils being forced to accept “subject status under them.”
Therefore, they feared they had become second class citizens of the country under
the dominance of the Sinhalese. They felt they were formally deprived due to those
implementations. However, in the 1970s, the government had allowed the use of
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Tamil language for official activities in Jaffna (HC. Deb, 05.03.1974, vol. 10). In
1974 the parliamentary member for Kayts named Irakthinam irascibly addressed the
parliament complaining that he had received a letter on 05.11.1973 written in
Sinhala language (without a translation in Tamil language) from the Department of
Telecommunications in  Colombo. On this occasion, the Minister of
Telecommunications named C. Kumarasuriyar tendered his apology regarding the
mistake made by officers at the Department of Telecommunications in Colombo
(HC. Deb, 05.03.1974, vol. 10). Therefore, it is clear that Tamil political leaders felt
strongly about even tiny omissions in implementing the language policy of the

country, by claiming that they had been relatively deprived.

The deprivation-based feelings were further heightened among Tamils after the
implementation of the Standardization policy in the 1970s. The representation of
high caste Tamils in the government professions gradually declined during the post-
independence period. But they were able to maintain their high position in the
Science discipline-based faculties of the Universities even at the beginning of the
1970s, as a result of their English language ability, which they had acquired because
of the high-class educational facilities available in Jaffna. When compared to their
population ratio it was significantly high even in the 1970s. When considering the
university education of the time it was noticed that towards the beginning of the
1970s, the Sinhalese representation in the Arts faculties of the universities had
significantly increased but their representation in the Science faculties was not
significant. The government failed though to follow up by providing suitable
employment opportunities for the vast number of Arts graduates, who then went on
and formed the main group that participated in the 1971 insurrection. But the
Science graduates were able to secure good positions even in the 1970s. Eventually,
after the uprising was brought under control, the government moved to address this
problem. Contemporary Sinhala nationalists also strongly urged the government to
implement necessary measures to admit students to the Science faculties according

to the ethnic ratio (Panchaseeha, 1970). The government’s solution was to introduce
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the scheme of Standardization, the purpose of which was to draw up admission
quotas to the Science and medical faculties of universities in a manner that would
reflect the racial representation of the total population. The Tamil political leaders
vehemently opposed this scheme as it had the effect of reducing the number Tamil
students while increasing Sinhalese representation in the Universities. However, one

researcher pointed out that,

“The Sri Lankan Tamils, though they constituted just 11.1% of the population,
accounted for about 30% of the Science students because the scheme of
Standardization ensured that this proportion of places in the University accrued to
them” (De Silva, 1978, p. 90).

Nevertheless, Tamils viewed that by means of the 1972 Constitution, language
implementations and university admission procedure of the 1970s, the Sinhalese had
undermined their previous position. They believed the Sinhalese had usurped the
socio-economic welfare benefits they had enjoyed in the past. After a prominent
position was given to Buddhism in the 1972 Constitution, the perception of the
Tamils was that the Sinhalese had shown disrespect to the Tamils’ cultural identity
by placing their own religion and culture in a superior position. As pointed out by

Jaffna parliamentarian Mr. R. Sampanthan in 1977,

“Tamil people in this country have a language of their own, a culture of their own, a
civilization of their own and a heritage of their own; they too have a right to
preserve and protect these...” (HC. Deb, 21.11.1977, p. 832).

As discussed above, throughout the post-independence period the Tamils perceived
that they were being deprived significantly when they compared their current
position with the previous position they had occupied, and by comparing their
current status with that of contemporary Sinhalese society. In this context the
feelings of deprivation of the lower caste Tamil youth were the most prominent.
Even educational opportunities were restricted to the depressed caste people of

Jaffna due to the barriers of the caste system. Some lower caste Tamil youth did
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receive educational benefits through post-independence welfare programs but much
of their education was based on the vernacular language of Tamil. This put them in
an untenable position because after receiving education, they expected to enter the
government professions but were restricted from even applying for the posts as the
official language was Sinhala. The following comment was made during a key
informant interview by a lower caste Tamil man who had participated in militant
activities in the 1970s.

“My father was a traditional drummer from the Paraiyar caste. Over thousands of
years our people had been discriminated against by upper caste Tamils. | was able
to go to school in the 1960s. However, we faced discrimination even in the schools
by the upper caste students. Despite many challenges | studied up to the Ordinary
Level. | hoped to enter one of the white-collar professions as | did not wish to
become a tom-tom beater like my father. But | was handicapped by my vernacular
based education as it did not empower me to access my dream job. | did not want to
be further deprived by the discrimination of Vellalahs. As a young lad | was
aggressive and wanted to transform the Jaffna society in a violent manner to build
up an equal society. Therefore, | joined the militant organization that emerged in
the 1970s in Valvettithurai” — Key Informant 3 (12.11.2018).

One of the early Tamil militant leaders, Ragavan (2009) mentioned that the Jaffna
Tamil middle class family’s aim was to educate their children and turn them into a
doctor or engineer; this reflected a production line mentality. At least one child,
preferably the elder child, should try and become a doctor, an engineer or at least an
accountant. But during the post-independence period high caste Tamils were also
brushed aside in the professional fields due to the heavy competition from
mainstream Sinhalese. In this competition the depressed caste groups naturally did
not stand a chance as they were marginalized by both internal and external factors.
Therefore, the unemployment problem affected the depressed caste Tamils very
badly.
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In the mid-1970s, the relative deprivation-based feelings of Tamils regarding the
Sinhalese heightened further. Even when the rest of the country suffered an
economic downturn at the beginning of the 1970s, Jaffna farmers produced
sufficient crops, particularly chilies, onions, rice, and mangoes (llangarathna, 1976).
Some places like Velanai, Mankumpan and Mandaithivu produced large rice
harvests in 1971/1972 (HC. Deb, 21.11.1974., p. 777). But after the introduction of
the open economy in 1977 this situation changed drastically. The open economic
policies were a mixed blessing. Though they stimulated the economy they also
widened the gaps between the rich and the poor. Prices of agricultural produce from
Jaffna dropped precipitously due to the open economy-based competition (HC. Deb,
18.11.1977). Therefore, rural poverty spread rapidly in Jaffna. However, poverty
was a serious problem even among the Sinhalese in rural areas. Benefits of the open
economic policies were enjoyed mostly by the urban community of Sinhalese.
However, Tamils viewed that on the whole their community had been relatively
deprived due to the bad outcomes of the Open Economy. At one time Mr. A.

Amirthalingam, parliamentarian representing Kankesanthurai pointed out,

“We have been subjected to much pain of mind and the humiliation of being unable
to provide for our family’s essential nourishment, due to the high cost of living,

corruption and monopoly of the State and cooperative societies...” (HC. Deb.,

18.11.1977, p. 408).

According to them, most of the factories, companies, development projects and
businesses were established in the Sinhalese majority areas under the Open
Economy. Therefore, Tamils were relatively deprived in such matters like
professional opportunities, ownership of businesses and profits when compared with
the Sinhalese (HC. Deb., 18.11.1977., p. 408).

The focus group discussions held in Varani on 23.09.2018 revealed that even during
that period the Jaffna Tamil youth did not wish to work beyond the outskirts of

Jaffna. Such feelings were now even stronger than in the 1970s. Computer literacy
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and English language proficiency were compulsory requirements to join the private
sector. Whereas the high caste Tamil youth possessed such knowledge to a certain
extent, the knowledge of the lower caste youth was extremely poor. Therefore, the
Jaffna Tamil youth felt that they were relatively deprived with respect to the private
sector positions created by the Open Economy. Due to the much-vaunted Open
Economy, a westernized lifestyle and culture were introduced to the cities. These
foreign influences gradually spread among the Sinhalese majority who lived in the
urban areas. Consequently, the urban Sinhalese youth acquired a taste for modern
technology and the western lifestyle. Looking at all this, the Tamil youth realized
they were in a disadvantaged position when compared with the Sinhala youth.
Though western influences mostly had an effect only on the urban Sinhalese youth,
during field visits the researcher realized that most Tamil youth were under the
impression that most of the Sinhala youth were leading westernized lifestyles. They
envied the contemporary Sinhalese youth and believed they received more benefits

than the Tamil youth who were only facing deprivation.
Findings

Relative deprivation and the resulting frustrations have existed among the Tamil
community from the 1970s. When considering the lower caste Tamil youth it could
be noticed that even in the 1970s, all the signs that were characteristic of relative
deprivation as identified by social theorists and political scientists, were manifested
by them. Thus, relative deprivation-based feelings were definitely present among the
lower caste Tamil youth. When considering the situation of these youth in the light
of Walter Runciman’s (1966) observations, it is clear that the lower caste Tamil
youth did not have many of the things that the upper caste Tamils had. Thus, they
felt they were discriminated against in the socio-economic and political sectors vis-
a-vis the upper caste Tamils within the same society. Therefore, it is clear they
suffered egoistic relative deprivation after comparing their individual circumstances

with those of a reference group.
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As discussed earlier, researchers have categorized relative deprivation based feelings
in terms of IRD and GRD. In that context it is clear that lower caste people had
suffered both IRD and GRD because of the hegemony of upper caste Tamils. Thus,
generally the lower caste people realized they were being deprived as a group in the
face of Vellalah dominancy. That was the main reason behind the organized anti-
caste struggles that took place even in the 1920s. Group sense was more powerful
than individual sense when the need to organize effective events arose. Anti-caste
struggles were commonly visible in Jaffna society even in the 1950s. Participation
of a number of people working as a group with a particular aim, such as organizing
events or fighting for rights, will always achieve more effective results than the

participation of a large number of people acting separately and individually.

During the post-independence period even the high caste Vellalah leaders and
Vellalah youth came to realize they were relatively deprived. The depth of their
deprivation-based feelings varied according to the time period. They realized they
were deprived to a greater extent during the post-independence period as compared
to the status they enjoyed during the pre—independence period. Another thing they
felt was that they were relatively deprived after comparing their status with the
contemporary Sinhalese political groups. According to the relative deprivation
theory, if such comparisons arouse negative feelings among individuals or a
particular group, this could give rise to egoistic relative deprivation feelings among
them. It will be noticed that Vellalah Tamils too felt compelled to act as a group
rather than as individuals. They engaged as a group in agitation movements at the
national level during the post-independence period, by demanding equal
opportunities with the Sinhalese. Therefore, it is clear that GRD is more significant
among Vellalah Tamils than IRD. In the 1970s, they were able to mobilize the
depressed caste youth by appealing to their sense of ethnic pride. In this context
caste-based frustrations became a secondary issue and the feelings related to
ethnicity-based deprivations became more prominent among all layers of Tamil

youth. Thus, the Tamil youth as a single group became a united force against the
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hegemony of the Sinhalese majority. Such group-based power and strength provided
great encouragement to the Tamil community to project their Tamil ethnic identity

and agitate against Sinhalese majoritarianism.

Group based deprivations were present among Tamil youth in the 1970s but their
feelings regarding that were not the same. During the early period, deprivation-
based frustrations were noticeably higher among the depressed caste groups than the
upper caste group. This was because they felt they were doubly marginalized, both
internally and externally. Their situation appeared to fit into the “double

deprivation” category, which is discussed in the relative deprivation theory.

According to the relative deprivation theory, relative deprivation and the resultant
discontentment are recognized as potential causes of conflicts within and between
organizations. In the case of a country, it can lead to political violence, such as
conflicts, rioting, terrorism, civil wars, and other instances of malefaction. It can be
clearly observed that fraternalistic deprivations among Tamil youth are felt as the
result of a negative perception regarding the circumstances of one’s social group
compared to another group or groups. As interpreted according to the relative
deprivation theory, fraternalistic deprivations compelled the Tamil youth to follow
the violent path in the 1970s. Among them were the lower caste Tamils who were in
the “double deprivation” category. Therefore, being the most affected group, they
aggressively engaged in militant activities in the 1970s and gradually became the

dominant Tamil militant movement in the Northern and Eastern provinces.
Conclusions

Feelings of egoistic and fraternalistic relative deprivation existed among Tamil
youth of the 1970s as a result of their conviction that they suffered various
disadvantages in comparison to the reference group. Though both IRD and GRD
existed among Tamil youth in the 1970s GRD was the most prominent. Because

they acted as a group, a powerful sense of their common ethnicity had the effect of
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forging unity among the Tamils. This power was harnessed positively in organizing
militant activities with a unity of purpose. The lower caste Tamils felt really
motivated as they had been badly affected by the “double deprivation” due to having
suffered at the hands of the upper caste Tamils as well as the Sinhalese majority.
The various kinds of deprivation-based feelings of the Tamil youth drove them to
react violently against those whom they perceived to be their oppressors. Thus,
lower caste Tamil youth were more active in the movement as they belonged to the

“double deprivation” category.
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